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Through the Concordia University Alumni Association, you can keep in touch with fellow alumni, 
give back to your University and enjoy exciting programs and activities that include: 


e Networking and career events 
¢ Concordia Mentor Program 
e Chapter events, golf tournaments, reunions, etc. 


Benefits: 


e Concordia University Mosaik MasterCard 

e Preferred home and auto insurance rates with TD Meloche Monnex 

e Preferred life, accident, disability, health and dental insurance rates with Manulife Financial 

e Access to Concordia’s libraries, legal counsel and other services 

e With your Alumni ID Card, obtain savings on Via Rail, the Centaur Theatre, a Costco membership, 
and more. 


514-848-2424, ext. 4856, or 1-888-777-3330 
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Alumni profiles: 
Hail to the chiefs 
From Hudson to Saint- 
Léonard, Que., Concordia can 


proudly refer to six alumni as 
“Hizhonour"—or “Herhonour"” 


Great grads: 
Taking it to 
the next level 


We introduce you to six 
outstanding, June 2008 
Concordia graduates 





Helping hands 


Students and mentors alike 
appreciate the value of the 
Concordia Mentor Program 


by David King 
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This publication is printed on 100% 
recycled paper, including 20% 5 
post consumer waste. Each ton of 
recycled paper that displaces a ton 6 
of virgin paper reduces total energy 
consumption by 27%, greenhouse 28 
gas emissions by 47%, particulate 32 


emissions by 28%, wastewater by 


33%, solid waste by 54% and wood 38 
use by 100%. 
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Cover: From left: 
Maria Tutino, BSc 75, 
Marie Cing-Mars, BA 
76, Elizabeth Corker, 
L BA 68, MBA 76, 
and Ed Janiszewski, 
S BComm 56, are 
among the Concordia 
alumni mayors in 

the Montreal region 


Credit: 
Ryan Blau/ 
PBL Photography 


From Homer 
to Thomson 
to Concordia 


Engineering Professor 
George Vatistas's proof of 
a 125-year-old theory has 
modern-day benefits 


by Dawn Wiseman 


Le francais 
des affaires : un 
avantage indéniable 


Le programme French Coach de 
l'Ecole de gestion John-Molson 
permet aux étudiants d’acquérir de 
solides bases en francais des affaires 


par Alexandre Paquin 








An international focus 


arrived at Concordia University in 2002 as 
| an international student from Kenya. Since 
then, Concordia has been my home away 
from home. It's a place where I've made good 
friends and valued mentors, both when | 
was a student at the John Molson School 
of Business and, now, as a staff member 
in Advancement and Alumni Relations. 


| give back to Concordia as a token of 

my appreciation to the University and to 
contribute to the lives of current and future 
international students. | feel compelled to help 
them, especially because | can relate to their 
struggles. While | faced financial hardships 
when | was a student, the University stepped 
in and offered me assistance. | was able to 
pay tuition fees in instalments and received 
a most-welcome bursary that allowed me to 
complete my undergraduate studies in good 
academic standing. 


In March 2008, | teamed with a fellow 
alumna and friend, Uche Aghaulor, MEng 05, 
to create the International Student Support 
Fund that offers an annual bursary to help 
qualified international students fulfill their 
academic ambitions. Our goal is to raise 
$10,000 by May 31, 2009. Uche and | each 
contributed $500 to the Fund and we've 
thus far managed to raise about $4,000. 


Concordia’s 4,300 international students 
from more than 150 countries not only 
reflect this University’s commitment to 
diversity but also enrich campus life with 
myriad values, perspectives and cultures. 


| feel privileged to work with staff, alumni, 
student volunteers, donors and friends of 
the University, all of whom are dedicated 
to bettering Concordia and student life on 
campus. I'm motivated by their generosity, 
and being part of this giving-back team 

is very rewarding. 


By sharing my story, | hope to inspire other 
graduates, especially former international 
students, to give back as well. 


To contribute to the International Student 
Support Fund, contact Advancement 
and Alumni Relations at 1-888-777-3330 
or 514-848-2424, ext. 3381, or visit 
giving.concordia.ca. 


Rose Wangechi, BComm O5 
Alumni Officer, Student Programs, 
Advancement and Alumni Relations 
Concordia University 
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support to Concordia students. Whichever area of Concordia you choose 


to support, your gift will help ensure our students enjoy the best possible 
university experience and graduate as leaders in their fields. 
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ime magazine's 2006 person of the 
[s= was you. (Don’t you remember 

the ceremonial dinner in your 
honour?) You may recall that the issue 
featured a mirror on its cover to emphasize 
the point. Time was heralding the age of Web 
2.0: The revolution of information sharing 
and collaboration among internet users, 
from YouTube to Wikipedia to Facebook. 

While Concordia University Magazine 
isn't as far-reaching as the internet, we can 
nevertheless strive to be as technologically 
advanced and responsive as possible. This 
magazine's primary goal is to inform our 
readers—Concordia alumni, friends, faculty 
members and staff—about the goings-on 
at the University and among our alumni in 
a bid to foster a strong sense of belonging 
and community. We also urge you to become 
more involved in the process. 

In the coming months, we'll invite 
readers like you to participate in various 
ways. You can call it Concordia University 
Magazine 2.0. 

We're off to a fast start. After the 
Summer 2008 issue, we received much 
correspondence, some reprinted on 
our Letters page. Input from readers is 
paramount to producing an interactive 
publication, so please keep sending 
in your comments. (While we welcome 
criticism, we ask that you focus your 
remarks on the articles that appeared in 
the magazine.) 

We will soon increase the online, 
social networking opportunities for 
our readers. We plan to improve and 
expand our website so that it will serve 
as a complementary medium to our 
print edition and include regular polls 
in which you can share your opinions 
about what you've just read or the types 
of articles you'd like to see. 

Our printed pages will also offer you 
more ways to unleash your creativity. We 
plan to challenge our resourceful alums to 
submit short stories and photo essays (we 
will consider other creative options, too) 
for a chance to win prizes and be published 
in this magazine (much more valuable 





than any prize, of course). For example, 


this issue’s End Piece features a short 
story by Paul Beer, BA 05, taken from 
Dingers: Contemporary Baseball Writing (DC 
Books, 2008). Concordia boasts many 
talented graduates. Just check out our 
artists in Class Acts and the authors and 
musicians in the Words & Music pages. 
So in the spirit of learning, we'll assign 
you some homework: we would like to 
hear about your memories of Concordia, 
Sir George Williams or Loyola. For 
example, in 1997, the Association of 
Alumni of Sir George Williams University 
published On the 60th Anniversary of 
the First Graduating Class of Sir George 






wuKS To A DONATION 
FROMTHE YMCA, TODAY S 
TION WILL BE 


Williams University, a 94,-page 
retrospective compiled and edited 

by Barbara Barclay, 5 BA 74,, BEd 76. 
Barbara received 28 share-your- 
memories submissions for the book. 
Some were only a few paragraphs long, 
while others were rather lengthy. They 
included reminiscences on a diverse 
range of topics, from Henry F. Hall 

to Georgian basketball to the odour 

of running shoes that emanated from 
the YMCA into the classrooms. 

We're looking for similar musings 
and memories. They could be thoughts 
about former professors, funny incidents 
about cherished friends or controversy— 
anything you deem worthy of sharing. 
Send them to me (my coordinates are 
on page 5). We'll assemble and print a few 
excerpts in the magazine and post others 
online. (As always, we reserve the right 
to select and edit the submissions.) m 
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IDEAS: A PROGRAM 
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
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Remembering Rytsa 

hank you for the wonderful issue of 

Concordia University Magazine. I want 
to comment on “Setting an Example” 
(Summer 2008) and Rysta T obias. 
I recall her great English classes and 
the gracious person she was. | want to 
assure recipients of the Rysta Tobias 
Memorial Medal that the person for 
whom the medal 
is named was 
truly an example 
worthy of being 
honoured and 
remembered. 


Richard C. Worden, 
S BA 62 

Medicine Hat, 

Alta. 





was interested to read in the summer 
issue the comments relating to Rytsa 
Tobias by her nephew, Norman. Rytsa 
was my lecturer in English literature in 
1952. [think she was “brand new’ at it 
that year. We had many arguments, most 
relating to the fact that I considered 
reading “relaxation” and “escape” and 
that I only liked movies that ended 
happily (and still do). Rytsa argued that 
we needed to open ourselves to many 
things in this world, and I would be very 
narrow in my thinking if I didn't do so. 

About 25 years after graduation, I was 
at Concordia to visit someone, and this 
little person stepped onto the elevator. 
She said, “How are you Mr. Watt? Read 
any good books lately?” 

I’ve told that story many times. Rytsa 
was a great teacher. We all learned a 
lot from her. I’m pleased to see her 
remembered in this manner. 


J.A. Rody Watt, S BComm 55 
Oakville, Ont. 


Jesuit reflections 
n “Long Live the Jesuit Legacy” by Wendy 
Smith (Summer 2008), I was pleased 
to read long-time Loyola College and 
Concordia faculty member Dennis Murphy 


recognize the importance of Father Jack 
O’Brien in creating the Communication 
Arts department in 1965. I graduated 
from that department in 1972, after Father 
O’Brien recruited me for the school in 
1969. At the time, I had written a play that 
was being performed by the University 
of Ottawa Drama Guild at Yale University 
and other venues across North America. 
[had recently flunked out of Yale, but 
Father O’Brien saw some promise in my 
creative abilities and gave me a chance at 
Loyola, for which I will be forever grateful. 


Gerry Young, L BA 72 
Toronto 
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Al | ong Live the Jesuit Legacy” is one 
of the best articles I have read in 

along time. It was very informative as 

well as a tribute to the Jesuits, who left 

a legacy in Montreal as great teachers. 

I did not have the privilege of attending 

university, but my daughters did and I 

read their alumni magazine every time 

it is printed. I must say, coming from 

a background in which I had a sister 

who wrote for the former Montreal Star 

newspaper, | love to read all the interesting 

articles that are offered in your magazine. 

Bravo! Keep up the excellent work. 


Gayle Clifford 
Montreal 


Premieres au Québec 
J ‘ai lu avec beaucoup d’intérét 
les pages consacrées a l’histoire 
de notre département d’Etudes 
francaises (« Le francais a 
Concordia, loin des sentiers battus >, 
Summer 2008). Je me permettrai 
ici d’ajouter un petit commentaire. 
L’Université Sir George Williams 
a été la premiére université au 
Québec (anglophone ou francophone) 
a offrir un cours régulier sur 
la littérature québécoise; ila été 
créé et enseigné dans les années 
1960 par le bien connu Léandre 
Bergeron. Des ceuvres québécoises 
ont été comprises aussi dans les 
cours de langue. Par ailleurs, en 
1978, a l'Université Concordia, 
j ai mis sur pied le premier cours 
universitaire au Québec sur la 
littérature québécoise au féminin 
(ce qui m’a valu de faire partie 
des Femmes de l'année au Salon 
de la femme plus tard cette 
année-1a). 


Mair Verthuy 

Distinguée professeure émérite, 
Membre, Ordre des palmes 
académiques, France 

Montréal 


Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer's full name, civic and email 
addresses, school(s), degree(s) and year(s) 
of graduation for alumni. Letters may be 
selected and edited for length, style and 
appropriateness. No letter will be published 
without the full name of the correspondent. 
Correspondence should be sent to: 


The Editor 

Concordia University Magazine 

1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 

Fax: 514-848-4510 

email: Howard.Bokser@concordia.ca 
website: magazine.concordia.ca 
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Word from the President 
Homecoming and New Beginnings 


ince my appointment as president of Concordia 
University, | have been moved by an avalanche of 
warm and welcoming calls, letters and emails from 


many of you. As Concordia 
“alumni” —of the faculty, that 
is—my husband, Lindsay Crysler, 
and I are delighted to be back 

in Montreal after an absence 

of 11 years. We look forward to 
re-immersing ourselves in the 
Concordia community, rekindling 
old friendships and getting to 
know many of you better. 

As someone whose academic 
background is in translation, 
Concordia and Montreal have 
a special appeal. This is a place 
where it is particularly important to 
translate aspirations and common 


goals across languages and cultures. 
Concordia is privileged to provide 
a home and an education to so many 
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students, staff and faculty from around the world. We provide 
a unique opportunity for acquiring skills in citizenship and 
intercultural dynamics. I am proud to lead this institution and 


help further its goals over the next 
few years. 
In my time away—five years at Mount 
Saint Vincent University in Nova 
Scotia, and another six as president 
of Laurentian University in Sudbury, 
Ont.—Concordia has grown by leaps and 
bounds. The beautiful new buildings and 
state-of-the-art facilities are impressive. 
But the true greatness of an institution 
lies in the hearts and minds of its people. 
And there, Goncordia has always excelled. 
Thank you for your enthusiastic 
support and love of Concordia. I will 
be counting on you as we build our 
University together. m 


Judith Woodsworth, PhD 
President and Vice-Chancellor 


Judith Woodsworth begins as Concordia's President and Vice-Chancellor 


oncordia President and Vice- 

Chancellor Judith Woodsworth 

started her five-year term on 
August 1—and hit the ground running. 
Even before embarking on her 
presidency, © Big goals have been set for 
me, Woodsworth says. “I’ve already 
begun to work ona strategic plan. In 
early September, I'll be going ona 
one-and-a-half day workshop with the 
deans and vice-presidents for planning 
and team building. Board members are 
being consulted and other members of 
the University community will have an 
opportunity to share their views soon. 
The strategic plan will be developed by 
the end of the academic year and will 
guide the budget process as well as our 
fundraising campaign.” 

This is Woodsworth’s second time 
around at Concordia. From 1980 to 
1997, she was a faculty member in 
the département d’Etudes frangaises 
and held numerous administrative 


6 | fall 2008 concordia university magazine 


positions, including department chair 
and vice-dean in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science. Her husband, Lindsay Crysler, 
is the former director of Goncordia’s 
Journalism Department. 

Woodsworth returns to Montreal 
after spending six years as president of 
Laurentian University in Sudbury, Ont. 
When she arrived at Laurentian, it faced 
enrolment and, therefore, budgetary 
challenges. “I’m proud to have helped 
increase the number of students ina 
region with a dwindling population,” she 
says. We added six PhD programs—with a 
seventh on the way—and a medical school 
[together with Lakehead University in 
Thunder Bay, Ont.]. New buildings were 
constructed and a new faculty added. 

[ hope to build on this experience at this 
time in Concordia’s history.” 

After 11 years away, Woodsworth 
found that Concordia had undergone a 
dramatic transformation. “There has 
been a tremendous amount of physical 


expansion, along with a growth in the 
number of students, faculty members and 
staff,” she says. “There's a lot of energy 
and excitement around many specific 
academic areas. I’m also struck by how 
proud the board members and alumni 
are about the University. People choose to 
come to Concordia because of its excellent 
programs and research. It’s very exciting!” 
Woodsworth was born in Paris, France, 
and grew up in Winnipeg. She earned a 
BA in French and Philosophy from McGill 
University, a Licence és Lettres from the 
Université de Strasbourg in France and a 
PhD in French Literature from McGill. 
She says she had been looking forward 
to returning to Montreal. “I’ve always 
loved the city, with its cosmopolitan 
character, food and architecture, and 
the natural beauty of the mountain and 
rivers. I also have many friends and 
family members here, including two 
grandchildren who live nearby. It feels 
like coming home.” = 
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Robin Drew new dean of Engineering and Computer Science 


n August 1, Robin Drew began 

his five-year term as the new 

dean of Concordia’s Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science. 
Drew stepped into the position following 
Nabil Esmail’s departure. Since taking 
the helm in 1997, Esmail had led the 
Faculty through significant growth and 
progress. Drew takes over a vibrant 
Faculty housed in a state-of-the-art 
building that opened in 2005, and is 
home to nearly 4,000 undergraduate 
and 2,600 graduate students—Canada’s 
largest school of engineering graduate 
studies. 

Drew says he is prepared to take on 
the challenges of his new role. “There 
are some very dynamic and bright 
young academics at Concordia. [am 
looking forward—with a great deal of 


Gerald Beasley appointed University Librarian 


for 10 years. 


n July 1, Gerald Beasley returned 
to Montreal to begin a five-year term 
as Concordia’s University Librarian. 


He succeeded William Curran, L BA 69, 
who oversaw the Concordia libraries 


excitement—to working with them 

and other academic staff to make 
Engineering and Computer Science an 
even greater place to study and to do 
research, not only at the local level but 
also nationally and internationally.” 

Drew was previously a professor in 
the Department of Mining and Materials 
Engineering at McGill University and 
an overseas fellow in the Department 
of Materials Science and Metallurgy at 
Cambridge University in the United 
Kingdom. 

He completed his undergraduate 
studies in the School of Materials 
Science and Technology at the University 
of Bradford and received his PhD 
in the Department of Metallurgy 
and Engineering Materials from the 
University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


both in the U.K. 
Says Concordia 
Provost David 
Graham, who 
chaired the search 
committee for 
the new dean: 
“Robin Drew has 


maintained a high 





level of research 

and scholarly activity throughout his 
academic career. He brings a forward- 
looking and collegial approach to 
leadership that will build on the current 
strengths of the Faculty. His knowledge 
of the Quebec environment and the 
strong connections he has forged with 
research networks, local industry and 
individuals will be of great benefit to the 
University.” = 


a fundamental part of student life, a physical manifestation 
of the university's commitment to learning.” While students 
have easy access to a world of information, Beasley points 
out, “We must offer them better quality information and 
expertise in using it. It’s about information literacy. We must 


provide instruction on how to retrieve the proper information 


British by birth, Beasley first came 
to Montreal in 1994, when he joined the 
Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA) 
as a cataloguer of rare books and special materials. He was 





promoted to head librarian and associate chief curator at the 
CCA and, in 2004, became director of the Avery Architectural 
and Fine Arts Library at Columbia University in New York City. 
Beasley says he was eager to assume his new responsibilities 
at Concordia. While he’s well aware of the challenges libraries 
face in the age of Google and Yahoo, he says that “Libraries still 


have their role at the centre of the academic enterprise. They're 


Concordia University Magazine Is 
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with appropriate resources, such as electronic databases. Students 
deserve to have access to the good stuff.” He acknowledges that 
such databases are costly, and that raising funds for these and 
other resources are an important part of his mandate. 

Beasley earned his MA in Library Studies from University 
College in the United Kingdom, and also holds a BA and an 
MA, both in English Language and Literature, from Oxford 
University. While he boasts years of library experience, 
he concedes, “I’m conscious of the need to go through a 
semester to observe the specific issues of the Webster and 


Vanier libraries.” m 
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Taking it to the ne 


Meet six award-winning students who are among Concordia's 4,400 new graduates 


Life lessons from Cervantes French helped him land a job as a 9-1-1 dispatcher for the 
BY BARBARA BLACK City of Montreal. 
With a grade point average well over 4.0, Brazeau chose 
enaissance man Bryan Brazeau, BA (western soc. & NYU’s Italian program for his doctorate beginning this fall. He 
R cult.) 08, couldn't decide whether he should pursue says the program is “the Liberal Arts College writ large .. . and 
his PhD in Italian or Spanish after he graduated in Italian.” 
with honours from Concordia’s Liberal Arts College (LAC). Brazeau has already assigned himself homework for the next 


Brazeau enjoys both few years. “I really have to improve my Latin and learn some 


Latin languages, German,” he says. 

and had learned ; ; 
them well enough Science College a calculated choice 
to be able to read BY BARBARA BLACK 


the classics of Dante 
and Cervantes in aria Kaltcheva, BSc (biochem.) 08, graduated with a 


their original texts. 3.98 GPA from Concordia’s Science College. Before 








So he applied to arriving at Concordia, Kaltcheva admits, “I didn't 
boththe Italian. know about the Science College but when they called me [on 
and Spanish Z the basis of her high marks at Dawson College in Montreal], 
programs at : I thought it sounded interesting. It was a smart choice. Fora 
Harvard, Stanford, @ few extra credits, I was able to get a minor in interdisciplinary 
Yale and New York Already fluent in English and French, Bryan studies, have exposure to faculty members and join the co-op 
University (NYU), Brazeau learned Italian and Spanish and will program.” 
and was accepted soon tackle German and Latin. Pacedaiuen 
at all of them with strong academic 
six years of full funding. record, Kaltcheva 
“Cervantes said the life of a soldier and the life of a student received the 
aren't very different, so | conducted my application process 2007-08 Women’s 
like a military campaign,” Brazeau explains. “I lined up six Entrance 
or seven letters leven though only three are needed] from Scholarship and is 
professors and told each one what I wanted from them. Then, now pursuing her 
I selected a different combination of recommendations for MSc. Theaward | 
each school I applied to based on a variety of factors.” was established : 
Brazeau appreciated the LAC faculty members’ expansive by Concordia’s = 
attitudes toward learning, the College’s immense reading list, faculties of Arts a 
the close relationships of its students and teachers and its and Science and Maria Kaltcheva at work in a lab at the Richard 
invitation to students to reach higher and dig deeper. Engineering and J. Renaud Science Complex. 
He discovered that Oxford University has a summer institute Computer Science, 
in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, and persuaded its the School of Graduate Studies and the Office of the Provost, 
administrators to offer him a bursary. Brazeau was also the to encourage outstanding female undergraduate students to 
recipient of the 2007-08 Lois & Stan Tucker Scholarship that continue their graduate studies at Concordia. 
has been established for LAC students. Kaltcheva says she expects to eventually land a job as 
Despite his intense study requirements, Brazeau still an analytical chemist in the private sector. Arriving from 
found time for an active student life. He was president of the Bulgaria via the United States, she waited 18 months to 
LAC student society for one year and performed theatre on be cleared by Immigration Canada before moving here. 
the side. He often worked 20 hours to 30 hours per week at Now, she says she feels as though she’s making up for 
Second Cup coffee shops. And his fluency in English and lost time. 


8 | fall 2008 concordia university magazine 


xt level 


Doubling course 
load expands knowledge 


BY DAWN WISEMAN 


hile most people tackle doctoral work as a means of 
developing a high degree of expertise in a specific 
area, Amin Mannani, PhD (electrical and computer 
eng.) 08, took advantage of the opportunity to broaden his 
horizons. “The reality of contemporary science and engineering 
is multi- and inter-disciplinary,” explains Mannani, recipient 
of the 2007-08 Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Graduate Scholarship. “You need enough background in a variety 
of areas to be able to speak with some authority about them.” 
As aresult, Mannani took twice the number of courses 
required for graduation. “If you take courses wisely, you 
can benefit from 
different points of 
view on the same 
problem,” he says. 
Researching the 
development of 
robust automatic 





protocols to govern 







communications 
within and between 
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Amin Mannani came to Concordia because it 
offers a gamut of PhD courses and is one of the 
few universities in which both he and his spouse, 
Elham Semsar Kazerooni, found supervisors. 


systems, Mannani 


combined courses 





Marion ELISSALDE 


in topics such as 
game and control 
theories to build a 
broad background 
in “practical problems 

that I may face in the future.” 

Mannani, a native of Iran, says he chose to study at Concordia 
because it’s one of few universities to offer a PhD in systems 
and controls with a wide variety of courses. Mannani and his 
wife, Elham Semsar Kazerooni, who was also a PhD student in 
Engineering, occasionally needed other forms of support after 
having moved halfway around the world. “We really appreciated 
all the help we received from the International Students Office 
when we arrived in the city,” he says. 

What are his plans for the near future? “I want to be pushed 
to use my mind, and my first priority will be more research at 
the post-doctoral level,” he says. Here again, Mannani wants 
to expand his understanding of complementary fields to gain 
insight into his own. “It’s just the nature of contemporary 


science and engineering.” 


From language teacher to researcher 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


acqueline Peters, BA (ling.) 08, taught English to 

Quebec and immigrant francophones before coming 

to Concordia. That experience helped her become an 
outstanding sociolinguistics student and a recipient of a 2007- 
o6 Campaign for the 
New Millennium 
Scholarship. Peters 
is now breaking 
new ground as a 
researcher. 

She says she 
witnessed the shock 
and dismay of her 
north and sub- 
Saharan African 
students when they 





BARBARA BLACK 


were introduced to 
Québécois French. 


“People are more comfortable talking about 
ethnicity and race through language, and 
negative feelings about race are more readily 
expressed through language, too,"’ Jacqueline 
Peters says. 


It made them 
feel sidelined by 
their seemingly 
foreign French. 
She followed that thread at Concordia by taking Sociology and 
Anthropology courses, as well as tutorials in Sociolinguistics, 
which emphasizes dialectology, language contact and 

language variation and change. In her honours Linguistics 
program, Peters examined a broad range of topics, including 
bilingualism in ancient Greece and Rome and the structure 
and origin of African-American Vernacular English (AAVE). 

A possible addition to AAVE spoken by a certain group of 
English Canadians will be the subject of Peters’s MA at the 
University of Toronto. She theorizes that a new Canadian 
“ethnolect” is being formed by young black Canadians, 
mainly in Toronto's Jane-Finch corridor. This summer, 
she started to collect raw data from her own extended family 
as a pilot project. 

“My uncle in Hamilton [Ontario] has a strong, working-class 
Jamaican accent. His oldest son is a business school graduate, 
with speech aiming for middle-class Canadian Standard,” says 
Peters. “The second son's speech is typically Ganadian working 
class. But the youngest son uses one of the biggest shibboleths 
of AAVE, the metathesis or transposition of adjacent 
consonants, as in ‘aks’ for ‘asks.’ ” 

These features appear to be common in Jane-Finch, an 
area so distinct that she’s heard Torontonians refer to it as 
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9 


“finchin’.” “That's how much of a phenomenon Jane-Finch is,’ 
Peters says. “Everybody is so excited I’m coming to study this 
neighbourhood.” 


Concert for an eclectic department 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


dam O’Callaghan, BFA (jazz) 08, spent most of his final 
academic year organizing a mammoth concert. 

The March event, a centennial tribute to composer/ 
bandleader/inventor Raymond Scott (1908-1994,), drew 70 
participants—most of them students and alumni—to the stage 
of the Loyola Gampus’s Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. The two- 
and-a-half-hour program included an orchestra, a sextet, 

a classical duo, screen projections, electronics and dancers 
dressed as penguins. One of the performers was only two 
months old! The newborn pressed the keys of an electronic 
keyboard for several minutes during a selection from 
“Soothing Sounds for Baby.” It was a mesmerizing moment for 
most audience members, including O'Callaghan. 

Once considered bizarre, Scott’s music is now recognized 
as that of a major American composer. O'Callaghan sensed a 
personal affinity with the eccentric Scott, who split his peculiar 
genius between composing frantic jazz-influenced pieces 
with descriptive titles (e.g., “Square Dance for Eight Egyptian 
Mummies” and “War Dance for Wooden Indians”) and 
marrying music with artificial intelligence. 

O'Callaghan, recipient of the 2006-07 Dr. Oscar Peterson 
Jazz Scholarship, is a self-taught tenor saxophone player and 
multi-instrumentalist who realized he couldn't further his 
music career without more education. He says he has benefited 
greatly from his music courses. But organizing the concert may 





The Concordia University Raymond Scott “Quintette”: From the upper 
right, Adam O'Callaghan (leader and tenor saxophone), Ryan Fleury 
(bass), Leah McKeil (piano), Laurent Menard (trumpet), Zoli Filotas 
(drums), Pierre-André Thériault (clarinet) and Chris Tauchner (piano). 
They performed a free concert July 5 at the Montreal International 
Jazz Festival. 
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have been his quintessential learning experience. 

“I put in 16 hours every day—right from September,” he 
recalls. “A month before the concert, I hit my physical limit. 
Halfway through the dress rehearsal, | realized that I had to 
explain my vision to everybody because they didn’t necessarily 
understand what I was trying to do. But a team had developed 
over time, and people stepped up.” 

As a result, O'Callaghan says organizing concerts has become 
his passion. “I like a good show, and creating my own situation 
suits me better than working for others.” 


Folk-dancing toward academic career 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


ora Dimitrova, BComm (fin.) 06, MSc (admin.) 08, 

came to Canada 10 years ago with a folk-dancing troupe 

from her 
native Bulgaria. 
She says she liked 
what she saw. Armed 
with an economics 
degree, Dimitrova 
eventually returned 
to Montreal to 


pursue a university 
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education. In 2006, 
she completed the 


Already a seasoned finance researcher, Lora 
Dimitrova is pursuing her doctorate at the 
London Business School. 


Honours Finance 
program at the John 
Molson School of Business (JMSB). Most recently, she 

earned her MSc in Administration degree, Finance option, 
and won the 2007-08 Charles de Kovachich Scholarship for 
her academic excellence. 

Dimitrova’s co-supervisor, Imants Paeglis, says her student 
has become a pioneer of sorts in the Finance department. 
“She presented her honours thesis at an international 
conference in Vienna [Austria], a remarkable achievement 
for an undergraduate,” says Paeglis. In May, Dimitrova learned 
of her acceptance in the PhD program at the London Business 
School, one of the top business schools in Europe. “It was my 
first-choice school,” she confesses. 

During her master’s program, she focussed on mergers 
involving family-owned firms and the relationship between 
family ownership and the merger’s success. Dimitrova was 
one of four Finance students chosen to present this year at 
a conference of the Administrative Sciences Association of 
Canada, Finance Division, in Ottawa. She was subsequently 
invited to the conference of the European Financial 
Management Association in Vienna. 

With the deadline looming for doctoral applications, 
Dimitrova finished her MSc program in less than two years. 
She and Paeglis are now submitting her thesis to journals 
for publication. 

Before she started her doctoral program this fall in London, 
Dimitrova spent the summer with her family on the coast of 
the Black Sea. She says she was looking forward to returning 
home. “I miss it very much,” she said before leaving. m 
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Events Calendar — Fall! 2008 


Concordia University Alumni, Staff, Faculty and Students get a 30% discount on all events. 


Event Name Takidatreine) a DIU a-hale)a| Date Time Investment 
Nom de l’événement Instructeur Durée Date elas Investissement 


| Finance for Non-Financial Managers for Non-Financial | Finance for Non-Financial Managers | Arshad Ahmad Ahmad | Qdays | Qdays | Sept. 89 | Sept. 89 9 ke } 9:00-7:00 | 7:00 | $1,200 | $1,200 


The Financing of Working Capital for SME, Khaled Soufani as Oct. 2 9-00-13:00 $250 
Kacathe a: aoa tieg Centre 
Accounting for Managerial Decision Making _| for Managerial Decision Making Pierre Hilal 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 













Finance & 
Accounting 

Finance et 
comptabilité 







BREAKFAST: The Secrets of Influence Elaina Zuker BREAKFAST Sept. 12 8:00- 10:30 
Team Building & Conflict Resolution Sept. 16 9:00- 17:00 $700 


DEJEUNER: GameDay, La crise du leadership Allan Turowetz DEJEUNER 18 Sept. 8:00- 10:30 GRATUIT 


La gestion du temps et du stress Gilles Bélanger 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 







The Coach’s Conversation: Leadership Hall-of-Fame Sports 
Transforms Organizations Celebrity Speakers Noy. 12-13 9:00-1'7:00 $1,495 






BREAKFAST: Promoting Entrepreneurship in Garoinare BREAKFAST Oct. 24 8-00-10:30 $85 
Your Organization 


Succession Planning: Making a Difference in 
Va se eaeanancnt Sylvie Leroux Sept. 10 9:00- 13:00 $400 
Plan stratégique de l’entreprise pour les PME Réjean Dupré 9:00- 13:00 $400 


BREAKFAST: Strategic Innovation Ron Laursen BREAKFAST Oct. 10 8:00- 10:30 


Caroline Benchetrit 
SME-Small Business Partnering Strategies 9:00- 13:00 $400 
Strategic Management William D. Taylor Nov. 19-20 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 


BREAKFAST: Sales Mentoring Pierre Dion BREAKFAST Sept. 26 8:00- 10:30 


Strategic Marketing | days | Oct. 28-29 | 9:00-17:00 $1,200 


Negotiating for Success Gilles Bélanger 2 days Sept. 22-23 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 
Planification, exécution et suivi de projet 24-25 sept. 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 
See Ae ale Christine Beaulieu Oct. 14-15 | 9:00-17:00 $1,200 
Environment 
Agile Planning & Estimating Nov. 24-25 9:00- 17:00 $1,200 


Public Seminar / Séminaire public Conference / Conférence Mill Breakfast Conference / Déjeuner-conférence © SME/PME: Small & Medium Enterprises / Petites et moyennes entreprises 


Gestion et Leadership 













Management & Leadership 


Strategy 
Stratégie 








Marketing 
Marketing 
et vente 











C@relaavaalelalceckateya) 
(@royaavaalelalceckateya) 


Project Management 
& Business Analysts 
Gestion de projet et 
analystes d’affaires 














You can register online at johnmolson.concordia.ca/ec 


Colilsleatelexelameelircel aelt wer! 


ON ICWELR Bllcr John Molson Executive Centre 


Montreal, QC H3G IM8 
514-848-3960 ec@jmsb.concordia.ca 


NY ole ‘@) al C re) I ‘e| | a 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Suite GM 1035 
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MEET SIX CONCORDIA ALUMNI WHO 
OCCUPY THE TOP SPOTS IN THE CITY HALLS 
OF MONTREAL-AREA MUNICIPALITIES 


Moving on 

efore Frank Zampino, BComm 

. 81, GrDip 82, first ran for a city 

council seat in the former City 
of Saint- Léonard in 1986, municipal 
politics “was the last thing on my 
mind,” Zampino admits. He was 
spurred forth by Michel Bissonnet, 
then a member of Quebec’s National 
Assembly. Bissonnet said the 
municipal government could use 
more business- minded folk like 
Zampino, who is a chartered 
accountant. “Bissonnet is a lawyer 
himself, and I remember him telling 
me that one of the problems we have 
in politics is too many lawyers and not 
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enough people with administrative 
backgrounds,” Zampino explains. 

At the time, Zampino was a fledgling 
accountant and planning a family with 
his wife, Maria. However, Bissonnet 
assured him that municipal politics 
wouldn't involve too much time—just 
a few hours a month for council meetings. 
Ironically, Zampino would spend most 
of the next 22 years working for his 
constituents. 

Zampino has lived in the northeast 
Montreal district of Saint- Léonard since 
he was 8. He studied administration 
and accounting at Concordia and earned 
his Chartered Accountant designation 
in 1982. He began his career with 


Coopers and Lybrand (now part of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers) in Montreal. 
After becoming a city councillor in 1986, 
he successfully ran for mayor of Saint- 
Léonard in 1990. 

True to Bissonnet’s predictions, 
Zampino’s administrative background 
served him well. He was re-elected 
mayor by acclamation in 1994, and 
1998, a first for the city of 75,000. 
During that time, he also held many 
high-profile administrative positions 
for the Montreal Urban Community 
(MUC), including vice-chairman 
of the Executive Committee and 
president of Montreal’s transit 
corporation. 
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In 2002, even though Montreal merged 
with its surrounding municipalities (see 
“Improving society,” below), Zampino’s 
career didn’t falter. Quite the contrary: he 
was elected city councillor and mayor of 
the new Borough of Saint- Léonard, and 
became chairman of the City of Montreal's 
executive committee—Mayor Gérald 
Tremblay’s right-hand man—overseeing 
finances, human resources, corporate 
affairs and administrative services. 


In May, after 22 years of accomplished 
public life, Zampino announced he 
would be withdrawing from municipal 
politics in July. “The decision was 
basically motivated by the fact that I was 
looking for a more private life,” he says, 
pointing to the fact that his two sons, 23 
and 20, and his daughter, 13, have been 
in the public spotlight their entire lives. 

While the transition might be a bit of 
a shock to Zampino’s system, it certainly 


wont tax his abilities. “I guess if I was 
able to administer a $4,- billion budget 
with 29,000 employees at the City of 
Montreal, I can move towards corporate 
management,” he says. And there is no 
shortage of offers. Zampino has been 
approached to get involved in banking, 
consulting and even radio, and is 
considering his options. 

But as someone who has spent more 
than two decades in politics, is going 


Improving society 

or Anthony Housefather, MBA 

02, politics means helping people 

and giving back to the community. 
Housefather is mayor of the City of 
Céte-Saint-Luc, Que., a municipality 
in Montreal’s west end. He says his 
chief priority is to enhance the quality 
of life for the city’s 31,000 residents. 
“That takes on many forms, from 
improving public safety to improving 
access to recreational programs to 
improving the environment by having 
more composting and recycling bins,” 
Housefather explains. 

At 37, Housefather is the youngest 
mayor on the Island of Montreal. He 
works with a youthful team of city 
councillors. Much of their energy is 
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Frank Zampino was mayor of the former City of Sa nt-Leonarc 
from 1990 to 2002, and mayor of the City of Montreal's Borouc 
of Saint-Léonard from 2002 until his retirement this st 


cold turkey from public life really 
possible? Will we some day see his 
face smiling down from an election 
poster yet again? “Politics has been 
apassion,” Zampino says. “I loved 

it but it’s time. I do not consider 
myself a career politician.” However, 
with a politician’s dexterity at seldom 
being pinned down, he adds, “But I 
never say never.” 


—Rhonda Mullins 
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channelled toward attracting young 
families to the municipality which, as 
he puts it, “has fantastic recreational 
and cultural programs.” 

As a result, the municipality recently 
launched an initiative in which families 
pay only $60 ayear to access facilities 
that include tennis courts, the hockey 
arena and a swimming pool. Géte-Saint- 
Luc's history is steeped in innovation: 
it was the first municipality in Quebec 
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Anthony Housefather, the mayor of the City 

of Céte-Saint-Luc, Que., was a strong opponent 
of the Quebec government's forced municipal 
mergers in 2002. Two years later, more than 
87 per cent of Cote-Saint-Luc, Hampstead 

and Montreal West residents voted to de-merge 
from the City of Montreal. 


to ban smoking from public places 
and to require bicycle riders to wear 
helmets. 

Housefather, a corporate lawyer, was 
first elected in 1994, as a city councillor 
for the Town of Hampstead, Que., and, 
in 2002, for the Borough of Géte-Saint- 
Luc-Hampstead—Montreal West. 

That same year, the Quebec 
government forced municipalities 
across the province to merge into 
larger cities. This included the Island 
of Montreal municipalities of Géte- 
Saint-Luc, Hampstead and Montreal 
West, which were combined to form 
one borough within the larger city. 

At the time, Housefather was 
enrolled in the MBA program in 
the evenings at Concordia’s John 
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Molson School 

of Business. “I 

was already a lawyer 
but the MBA program 
helped give mea 
better understanding 
of business operations,” 
he says. 

Such skills likely 
came into play when 
Housefather became 
one of the chief 
architects of the 
so-called de-merger 
campaign. “| was 
the only councillor 
representing 
Céte-Saint- Luc— 
Hampstead—Montreal 
West that supported 
the de-merger,” 
he says. 

His determination 
paid off when 
referenda held 
in 2004, in all 
three communities 
overwhelmingly 
supported splitting 
from the larger city. 
“Returning those three communities 
to independent status as municipalities 
is the greatest achievement in 
my political career,” Housefather 
points out. “I truly believe that was 
for the long-term benefit of many 
generations of people who will live 
in those cities.” 

Housefather’s active role in the de- 
merger campaign greatly contributed 
to his victory on November 6, 2005, 
as mayor of Céte-Saint-Luc (he moved 
there three years earlier). He defeated 
Bernard Lang, a 40-year veteran 
of the Géte-Saint-Luc political scene 
who served as its mayor from 1976 
to 1998. 

While the mayoralty keeps him 
quite busy, Housefather’s day job is 
as executive VP corporate affairs and 
general counsel at Dialogic Corporation, 
a multinational technology company 
in Montreal. He runs the company’s 
legal department, real estate and 
facilities operations and mergers 
and acquisitions. 


As with many civic-minded 
individuals, Housefather says he 
works many hours a week, juggling 
private enterprise and public service. 
“While during the day I work in 
enterprise and try to create a profit 
for my company, | like to have another 
aspect of my professional life, where 
Iam doing nothing but trying to 
improve society.” 

—Perry J. Greenbaum 


Getting Involved 
utremont, Que., is certainly one 
of the most scenic communities 
in central Montreal. It also boasts 
one of the hardest working mayors of 
the city’s 19 boroughs. 

Marie Cing- Mars, BA 76, clocks 
an average of 60 hours per week as 
mayor. “I am in the office quite early 
in the morning and I rarely leave 
before 9 at night,” Ging- Mars says. 
Many of the daily issues she faces 
are endemic to local politics, such 
as public security, speeding motorists 
and recycling. She says she takes these 
concerns to heart. 

Cing- Mars points out that her 
road to politics was paved by the 
Political Organization course she took 
as a student in Gommunication Arts 
(now Communication Studies) at 
Concordia. “The professor [William 
Gilsdorf] explained everything about 
campaigning,” she recalls. “The 
material lay dormant for years but it 
came back to me. And I became a very 
good campaigner.” 

When Cing- Mars was elected ina 
by-election on December 16, 2007, 
garnering 47 per cent of the vote, she 
became the first woman mayor of 
Outremont in its 135-year history. 

The 56-year-old art teacher had been 
a borough councillor since 1999. 

“When I graduated from Concordia, 
my aim was not to become a politician 
or mayor of a municipality,” she says. 
She initially became involved ina 
local issue that was dear to her heart: 
the local library. When Cing- Mars 
moved to Outremont in the early 
80s from Pointe-Claire, Que., a west- 
island district of Montreal, she was 
a 30-something working mother 
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of three young children. She had been 
a regular visitor to and neighbour 

of the Pointe-Claire Public Library 
and expected the same services in an 
affluent community like Outremont. 
“So I brought my three young children 
to the local library and found it was 
terrible compared to the one I was 
used to,” she says. 

That sparked her conscience. 
Cing- Mars went door-to-door 
to meet like-minded people, drew 
up petitions and met with the then- 
mayor, Jéré6me Choquette, to build 
a new library. “We eventually got the 
library but it took about 10 years of 
hard work and determination,” she 
points out. 

After gaining a reputation for tenacity, 
she ran for city council in 1995, and lost 
her first election. “It wasn't too bad, 
since the children were still young,” 
she says. 





Marie Cing-Mars is in her first term as mayor 
of the Montreal borough of Outremont. She had 
been a municipal councillor since 1999. She is 
also the chair of the Commission permanente 
du conseil municipal sur le développement 
culturel et la qualité du milieu de vie, which 
develops arts policy for the City of Montreal. 


In 1999, after joining forces with 
Outremont mayor Jéréme Unterberg, 
she ran again and won. In 2002, the 
municipality of 22,900 became a borough 
of the merged City of Montreal. One year 
later, Ging- Mars was instrumental in the 
opening of Outremont’s $9.7-million 
community centre. 


officer in private industry. He ran for 
Dollard city council in 1978 after the 
incumbent mayor, Gerald Dephoure, 
and three city councillors stepped 
down. Janiszewski put his name on 
the ballot because he says he felt he 
had the right combination of financial 
knowledge and common sense and 


“The professor explained everything about 
Campaigning,’ she recalls. “The material lay 
dormant for years but it came back to me. 
And | became a good campaigner." 


All the hard work is returning 
dividends for Ging- Mars. “One of my 
greatest satisfactions is going to the 
parks and seeing how happy people 
are here; to see how their quality of life 
has improved.” 

—Perry J. Greenbaum 


Keep volunteering 
he City of Dollard-des-Ormeaux, 
| Que., shares a trait with Concordia 
University: both make integrating 

cultural communities and listening 
to their constituents a top priority. 
“We have one of the most diverse 
communities on the island of 
Montreal,” says Ed Janiszewski, 
S BGomm 56, mayor of the Montreal 
west-island district since 1984. 
“It’s so heartwarming to see children 
from different backgrounds playing 
together in public schools.” 

Janiszewski runs a tight ship as mayor, 
working with eight councillors to serve 
Dollard’s 50,000 residents. One of 
his strengths is his ability to say “no” 
to projects that are financially unsound. 
That prudent approach has left the city 
with a $10-million surplus, which should 
keep taxes low for Dollard residents for 
some time. “I am proud that I have taken 
a conservative approach to looking after 
the public funds,” he says. 

Janiszewski didn't start off in 
politics. After graduating from 
Sir George Williams University in 
1956, he worked for five years for an 
accounting firm and for another 15 
years as a controller and chief financial 


considered the position of councillor 
as a way to serve. “I didn’t realize at 
the time the job came with a small 
salary,” he adds. 

He won the council seat, and he’s 
won every election handily since then. 
He stepped into the mayor's office 
in 1964, His decision-making style, 
Janiszewski confides, comes “froma 
sense of conscience. It’s important not 
to place personal ambitions or agendas 
ahead of public service.” 

Such sentiments aptly describe 
Janiszewski, a mayor who subscribes 
to, “somewhat idealistically,” as he 
puts it, the concept of “service to 
the community.” Perhaps with good 
reason. The mayor and his wife, 
Sylvia, raised four sons in Dollard, 
where they have lived since 1964,. For 
Janiszewski, being mayor validates the 
importance he places in volunteering. 
He has been warden at his church, 
director of Dollard’s Westpark Pool 
and coach of various baseball, soccer 
and hockey teams. 

Janiszewski, 74,, has thought about 
retiring but he says he isn’t ready 
to call it quits just yet. His current 
municipal projects include adding more 
recreational facilities for a growing 
population of seniors and a pool to 
support water polo and synchronized 
swimming programs. 

Unlike many other politicians, who 
use municipal politics as a springboard 
to higher office and ambitions, 
Janiszewski says he’s been content 
to remain where he is. “I never had 
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Ed Janiszewski has been mayor of the City of Dollard-des-Ormeaux, Que., since 1984. 


any aspirations to enter federal or 
provincial politics,” he says. “Iam 
basically a simple guy.” 


—Perry J. Greenbaum 


Trailblazer 

ou might call Elizabeth Corker, 
Y: BA 68, MBA 76, a reluctant 

pioneer. Or at least an inadvertent 
one. Corker is the first female mayor 
of the Town of Hudson, Que., a 
municipality of some 5,000 souls 
about 20 kilometres west of the 
Island of Montreal. She’s blazed 
trails for women without giving it 
much thought. 

In 1962, when she was at Loyola 
College, Corker played defence on 
the school’s first women’s hockey 
team. “We had no equipment,” she 
remembers. “All but one of us had 
figure skates. We had to use the men’s 
pads and sweaters.” In 1967-68, Corker 
also became president of the Loyola 
Women’s Athletics Association. 

Born Elizabeth Larkin in Toronto, 
she moved with her family to 
Montreal at the age of 6. Corker 
graduated from Loyola College with 
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a BA in Psychology. She soon 
married and headed to New York 
City with her husband, John 
Goettisheim. Tragically, he died 
soon after, leaving behind his 23 - 


Corker left Canadian Salt to raise 
her children. After the birth of her 
daughter, Katie, she ran a successful 
catering company for a number 

of years. 

At the time, Corker was hardly a 
political animal. But, as she eloquently 
puts it, “Fate is a strange creature.” 
When she decided to run for town 
council in 1993, she had never even 
attended a council meeting. “I was 
just annoyed by a few things that 
were going on in Hudson,” Corker 
says. I used to sit back and criticize. 
So I decided to do something, and 
I won by a whopping 23 votes.” 

Corker ran successfully for mayor 
in 2004, after the death of then 
mayor Stephen Shaar, to complete the 
remaining 18 months of the council’s 
four-year term. In 2005, she ran 
again and won by acclamation. Corker 
devotes much of her time to the office, 
although the position is not explicitly 
full time. 

She says she has found being at 
the town’s helm rewarding. Hudson 
is now installing a long-awaited 
municipal sewer system that will lay 
the groundwork for other projects, 
such as a seniors residential complex. 


“| used to sit back and criticize. 
So | decided to do something. 
| won by a whopping 23 votes.” 


year-old widow and their nine- 
month-old son. Corker returned 

to Montreal and enrolled in 
Concordia’s MBA program. “At 

the time, there were very few women 
there,” she says. “I think I was one 
of a handful. But given my situation, 
I didn’t think that my BA would 
provide many job opportunities.” 

It was the MBA that paid off. 
After graduating, Corker became 
the first female manager hired by 
the Canadian Salt Company, better 
known as Windsor Salt. She soon 
married John Corker, and the two 
formed a family with their respective 
sons (both named John, as well). 


“Being mayor of a small town is 

the best place to be because you can 
actually get things done,” Corker 
says. But being in a small town, 

you can't hide, either. You have to 
read the paper every week to find out 
what you re in trouble for. Every so 
often, though, somebody calls you 
up and thanks you. And that’s what 
ll remember.” 


—Rhonda Mullins 


Turning points 

aria Tutino, BSc 75, credits 
Concordia statistics professor 
Y.H. Wang for setting her 

ona course that ultimately led her 
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to the mayoralty of the Town of 
Baie d’Urfé, Que., on Montreal’s 
west island. 

“When I enrolled at Concordia, 

I had a plan to become a teacher but 
my professor, Dr. Wang, opened my 
mind to other possibilities,” Tutino 
says. At the time, back in the early 
"708, she was one of few women in 

the honours math program at Sir 
George Williams University and then 
Concordia. But Wang felt Tutino had 
the skills to become a successful 
businesswoman, still an anomaly 

in those days. In 1974, one year 
before Tutino graduated, Wang helped 
her land a position in the private 
sector. There was another Concordia 
student who worked for Bell Canada, 
and Dr. Wang convinced her to help 
me secure a part-time job at Bell,” 
she relates. 

Her job as a 20-hour-a-week 
research analyst turned full-time 
after graduation—despite Bell's 
then-hiring freeze. “They hired me 
because I was already working for 
them,” Tutino says. Over the next 
few years, she climbed up the ranks 
and moved from one department to 
another, from marketing research to 


Elizabeth Corker and her husband have started 
a commercial and industrial construction 
company, JCOR Construction, but Corker 
spends most of her time on her duties as 
mayor of Hudson, Que. 
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Maria Tutino, mayor of Baie-d'Urfé, Que., was prompted to enter municipal politics after the Quebec 
government decided to impose forced mergers on provincial municipalities in 2000. “I am a person 
who gets involved, and have always been active,” Tutino says. 


marketing management and business 
development, experiencing new 
challenges every two years. The 
experience was like an in-house 
MBA program,” she says. 

Tutino remained at Bell until 
the early ‘80s. “Then came the kids. 
After a little bit of soul searching, 

I decided to be a stay-at-home mom, 
which lasted 18 years,” she says. 
During that time, Tutino raised 

two sons and worked as a community 
volunteer. 

A turning point for Tutino came in 
2000, when the Quebec government 
announced the forced mergers of 
municipalities across the province 
(see “Improving society,” page 13). 
The policy was unacceptable to Tutino 
and the residents of Baie d’Urfé, 

a picturesque community of about 
4,000 residents on the north shore 
of Lac-Saint-Louis on the Island 
of Montreal. “I was angry that the 
provincial government could, 
without any public consultation, 
force a merger of autonomous 
municipalities. So, | became a 
full-time activist,” she says. 

Along with other merger foes, 
such as Anthony Housefather and 
Ed Janiszewski, Tutino worked 
diligently to revert the municipality 


to independent status. Victory came 
for Tutino and her allies on June 20, 
2004, when Baie d’Urfé’s residents 
voted to separate from the newly 
enlarged City of Montreal. 

Buoyed by victory, Tutino decided 
to run for mayor in the next municipal 
elections. She was unchallenged and 
acclaimed in October 2005. 

She says one of her proudest 
accomplishments as mayor has 
been to improve the town’s finances 
and infrastructure. As an example, 
Tutino points out that since returning 
the town to autonomy, “We have 
done more road repaving and 
installed more playground equipment 
in the last two years than what had 
been done during the four years 
of the merger. We have done all 
this while reducing the overall tax 
burden on citizens, increasing 
the level of service to them and 
also signing a nine-and-a-half 
year contract with our blue collar 
workers—the longest union contract 
in municipal history!” 

Tutino works with six city councillors, 
always with one goal in mind, she 
says. As mayor, I feel I can most 
effectively help and serve my 
community.” = 

—Perry J. Greenbaum 
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n 2007, Lise Huppler, BA 08, 

wrapped up a three-month 

apprenticeship at the Montreal 

private school Lower Canada 
College (LCC) as part of her Concordia 
Early Childhood Studies (ECE) co-op 
program. At the time, Huppler had 
no idea she'd receive the kind of 
mentorship that would help her land 
a permanent job after graduating. 
She’s now a proud part of LLC’s 
teaching team. 

“Lise just melted right into the 
classroom,” reports LCC teacher 
Katherine Johnson- Burke, BA 79, 

MA 94. “She was supportive, mature 
for her age, self-initiated and well 
prepared. She showed strong qualities 
not just with the children but with the 
teachers and staff.” While Johnson- 
Burke helps place ECE co-op students 
like Huppler, her support doesn’t end 
there. She’s spent a decade mentoring 


Through Concordia’s 
Mentor Program, 
students gain valuable 
career insight from 


alumni mentors 


to achieve. The Mentor Program brings 
together alumni who are seasoned 
professionals seeking to lend a hand 


with students set to begin their careers— 


allowing both individuals to benefit 
from the experience. 

Concordia’s Mentor Program is 
a joint initiative of the Concordia 
University Alumni Association and 
Advancement and Alumni Relations. 
It’s designed as a platform for 
students to network and receive career 
counselling. Indeed, alumni mentors 
offer valuable commodities—their 


“We've made tremendous leaps 
to make it easier for students and 
alumni to reach out to each other,” says 
Rose Wangechi, BGomm 05, program 
coordinator and facilitator. “We realize 
that students and alumni are busy. Some 
students may have a few questions to 
ask while others seek more guidance.” 

Open to Concordia students and 
alumni, applicants complete an online 
registration. When that process is 
completed, students access a database 
that filters mentors according to their 
70 differing occupations, or by company, 
region or degree. Registrants can 
communicate with each other through a 
privacy-protected, online form. Once in 
touch, students can ask mentors career- 
related questions and advice. Program 
organizers encourage at least one face-to- 
face meeting during the first few months. 

The Program also offers several, 


creative networking events throughout 





ARI TAPIERO 


and counselling students and delivering expertise and experience—directly the academic calendar. The Mentor 


guest lectures for the ECE program, and to students. Program is part of the package of 


advising young people about “what's out The program was established in services Alumni Relations offers 


there.” Her guidance proved beneficial the mid-’gos. Before the internet students, which include coffee 


to Huppler, whose success story is an became ubiquitous, mentors’ names breaks during exam period and a 


achievement for Johnson- Burke as a were placed in a book in the Alumni series of career-advice workshops, 


mentor as well. Relations office, and students visited such as Dressing for Success, Stress 


This is one example of the type of the office to scan the book for matches. Management, Personal Finance 


mentor-student relationship that the Students then contacted mentors and 101—and even an evening of Business 


Concordia Mentor Program also aims they usually met in person, mostly in Dining Etiquette. During this year’s 


the Montreal area. Today, Concordia Homecoming festivities, the Mentor 


students tap into alumni support Program is holding a Speed- Networking 


Katherine Johnson-Burke (left) and Lise 
Huppler at Montreal private school Lower 
Canada College. Johnson-Burke helps place 
Early Childhood Education co-op students 
and also provides students invaluable 
mentoring advice. 


and resources from around the globe and Cocktail Reception on September 


through the website: a/umni.concordia. 23. Wangechi says that the event is 


ca/benefits/mentor. attracting a lot of interest. A take-off on 
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speed dating, Speed Networking 
gives students the chance to meet 
mentors from various professions 
for five minutes at a time. The event 
culminates in a networking reception. 
Meanwhile, Wangechi has taken 
her business- dining etiquette 
opportunities to new heights, and 
approached mentors as potential dinner 
party hosts for five to 10 students. 
While the Mentor 
Program has grown 
steadily, Wangechi is 
looking to expand it 
much more. ‘So far, 
we ve got 65 matched 
relationships involving 
120 participants across 
all four faculties. While 
our goal this year is to 
increase to about 500 
students, we re hoping 
to eventually get to 
about 700 students.” 
She adds that the 
program features a 
good contingent of 
mentors in areas such 
as communications, 
engineering and 
government service, 
but is aiming to build 
participation in arts, 
mathematics and 
recreation and athletics. 


Strong 2 
connections : 
While she was a fe 
Concordia graduate E 


student, Zohreh 
Motamedi, PhD 
(comms.) 08, wanted 
to work in research and 
development for companies such 
as Research in Motion and Nortel. 
She took advantage of the Mentor 
Program’s online resources and 
discovered social networking sites, 
such as LinkedIn, to connect with 
professionals in her field. “When 
I scanned the mentor list, I found 
two or three people in my field 
and wrote to them for assistance, ” 
Motamedi says. One mentor [Aloke 
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Chaudhuri, MASc 94, VP of product 
management for Soleo Communications 
in New York City], looked at my résumé 
and was really helpful. He was working 
in human resources for a company ina 
related field in the United States, and 
offered advice about recruitment in 
high-tech fields. Anytime I sent him an 
email, | also got a fast response, which I 
really appreciated.” 





The advice that Myriam Alphonse received through the Concordia 
Mentor Program led to a position at Batshaw Youth and Family 
Centre in Westmount, Que. 


Myriam Alphonse, BA 08, works 
in the Recall Department of Human 
Resources Planning at Batshaw Youth 
and Family Centre in Westmount, 
Que. Alphonse says the Mentor 
Program was of great value to her. 
“The Program’s networking event 
really boosted my self-confidence in 
networking and public presentation,” 
she relates. “One thing that resonated 
was the advice to start my job search 


now; to act now. Still a student, 

I wanted to know what was beyond 
school. When you re writing papers and 
exams and going through that stress, 
the advice helped me see there really 

is a life waiting for you.” 

Lawrence Oberfeld, BA 93, BEng 99, 
and Leslie Klein, S BA 69, have become 
regular, ongoing mentors to students. 
“There’s always a sense of helping 
younger people who are graduating,” 
says Klein, a psychologist at the Douglas 
Hospital in Montreal. “In my time as 
a student, I had good relationships 
with professors who took me under 
their wing. Today, students often 
request guidance in terms of graduate 
schools or work in a clinical setting. 
I’ve been able to give the students 
local resources, leads for part-time 
placements and more direction. It’s 
valuable and important.” 

“I volunteer because I had taken 
advantage of the program as a student 
around 1995-96, says Oberfeld, a 
flight control systems engineer in the 
Aerospace Division of Thales Canada 
in Montreal. “I had a mentor who | 
regularly kept in touch with for three 
years, and we still keep in touch. This 
seemed like an appropriate way to give 
back what he gave me. This also gives 
me the opportunity to live vicariously 
through others.” 

He adds, “Most students are looking 
for the right ways to get that engineering 
job after all that tough work they ve put 
in. School doesn't necessarily prepare 
you for the market. The Mentor Program 
helped me in many ways.” 

That’s music to Wangechi’s ears. 

“My most fulfilling moment is when 
a student writes to thank me for 
this Program. That’s when I feel we 
do something very useful for these 
students.” = 


David King, BFA 97, is a Montreal- 


based writer. 


For more information on Concordia’s 
Mentor Program, visit alumni.concordia. 
ca/mentor or phone 514-848-2424, ext. 
7377. Io volunteer as a mentor, register at 
alumni.concordia.ca/benefits/mentor. 


Erom Homer to Thomson t 


Concordia Mechanical and Industrial Engineering Professor Georgios Vatistas’s proof 


of a 125-year-old theorem of vortices has practical applications, such as possibly 


predicting tornadoes 


tits heart, scientific exploration 
A is about demystifying life and the 

universe. Scientists observe phe- 
nomena, explore their intricacies and 
formulate explanations based on evi- 


dence. Sometimes they arrive at basic 
truths, such as “all matter consists of 
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atoms’ or ‘the speed of light is the ulti- 
mate limit for how fast anything can 

go.” Other times, experimental evidence 
is harder to come by, and the truth 

is formulated theoretically or mathe- 
matically long before it can be observed 
and confirmed. 


Concordia Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering Professor Georgios Vatistas, 
BEng 78, MEng 8o, PhD 84, has confirmed 
atruth. In the April 30, 2008, edition of 
Physical Review Letters, the world’s fore- 
most academic physics journal, Vatistas, 
along with Concordia Assistant Professor 





Kamran Siddiqui and graduate student 
Hamid Ait Abderrahmane, wrote about 
their confirmation of J.J. Thomson’s 125- 
year-old theorem on the stability of vortex 
rings. Thomson theorized that up to six 
(and potentially seven) naturally occurring 
vortices could rotate around the centre 
of a larger vortex. 

Nature is replete with whirling 
masses of vortices that 
include tornadoes, 
hurricanes, spiral galax- 
ies—and even the swirl 
of a flushing toilet. By 
experimentally demon- 
strating that Thomson's 
treatise holds, Vatistas 
and his team have con- 
firmed that it can be used 
to describe and/or detect an 
almost endless list of phenomena. They 
have also demonstrated that, under the 
right conditions, these vortices almost 
have to appear. As such, the theory's 
most fundamental aspects can be applied 
to practical situations in a predictable 


by Dawn Wiseman 


fashion, such as how helicopter blades 
might be redesigned to minimize fuselage 
noise or where tornadoes might occur. 

The findings have captured the atten- 
tion of many in the world of physics 


and beyond. 


Early start 

Vatistas’s fascination with whirls and 
eddies dates back to his youth in coastal 
Greece, where he saw first-hand how 
strong winds and high seas could combine 
to produce dangerous swirling masses of 
water. Though warned by his grandfathers 
to give them wide berth, Vatistas—already 
an aspiring engineer—was captivated by the 
movement in the water. “I was making my 


own toy boats and sails from recycled tin 
and cloth and testing their stability and ma- 
noeuvrability in these currents,” he recalls. 

As a teenager, his imagination was fur- 
ther fuelled by Homer's Odyssey. “The 
clear description of the tidal whirlpool 
Charybdis and the river cisterns whirling 
around the island of Phaeacians captured 
my attention and curiosity,” he says. 


Still, when Vatistas came to Concordia in 
1974, after emigrating from Greece one year 
earlier, delving into the world of research to 
prove a century-old theorem was the fur- 
thest thing from his mind. “My plans were 





Engineering Professor 
Georgios Vatistas, left, 
and graduate student 
Hamid Ait Abderrahmane 
observe spinning vortices 
in Concordia's Fluid 
Mechanics Research 
Laboratories. 


to complete my engi- 
neering degree, return 
to Greece and practice 
the profession, living 
happily ever after,” he 
admits. He adds witha 
erin, “However, life takes 
some unforeseen turns.” 
The unexpected began 


with an invitation in 1977 


oncordla 


to work at Concordia as a summer research 
assistant on a project about vortices. Vatistas 
accepted, and soon after decided to pursue 
amaster’s degree. Next came another “un- 
foreseen turn”: Vatistas met his future wife, 
Stephanie Manolakos, BA 83, as he was 
completing his master’s and she was begin- 
ning undergraduate studies at Concordia. 
Their relationship solidified his connection 
to both Montreal and 


The theory's most fundamental aspects | theUniversity. He soon 
can be applied to practical situations 
in a predictable fashion to determine 

how helicopter blades might be 
redesigned to minimize fuselage noise 
or where tornadoes might occur. 


completed his PhD at 
Concordia and became a 
faculty member in 1985. 
Fouryears later, Vatistas 
was exploring the proper- 
ties of combined vortices 
by swirling up liquid in 
tall, slender cylinders. By 
examining the central funnel 

from above, he hoped to learn something 

about particle concentrations. Instead of 
the relatively smooth-sided funnel he was ex- 
pecting, waves undulated up along the length 


of the core, thereby obstructing his view. 
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In an attempt to minimize this visual 
interference, Vatistas lowered the liquid 
height to work with a much shallower pool. 
When he spun up the liquid again, the core 
eventually formed a polygonal, triangular 
shape. He remembers his first reaction 
to this geometric beauty as a rather unsci- 
entific, “Wow-w-w-w!”—which reflects 
his boyish enthusiasm. 

Upon witnessing the phenomenon, 
Jean Wang, one of Vatistas’s PhD stu- 
dents, asked how his professor had 
managed to fabricate the beautiful solid 
insert in the liquid. Vatistas replied that 
it was nature alone producing the shapes. 

While the triangular core told him 
precious little about particle concentra- 
tions, it captured his imagination, much 


like the whirlpools of his youth. 


Back in time 

A review of the literature sent Vatistas back 
to an 1883 treatise by physicist J.J. Thomson 
(1856-1940), recipient of the 1906 Nobel 
Prize in Physics. Thomson was recognized 
for his work on the structure of the atom and 
identification of the electron. He mathe- 
matically demonstrated what should occur 
in systems of point vortices or masses. 

To understand Thomson’s conclusions, 
picture the satellite image of a hurricane. 
The eye is the core of a huge, whirling mass 
of air and water that extends outward, 
sometimes hundreds of kilometres, from 
the centre of the storm. Pressure differences 
at the edge of the hurricane’s eye—where 
the air inside and outside of it collide—can 
actually spin off other vortices, in the form 
of tornadoes, which orbit the eye until 


they dissipate. Under ideal circum- 
stances, Thomson predicted that naturally 
occurring stable systems of up to six—and 
potentially seven—vortices could rotate 
around the core of a larger spinning mass. 
The mathematician Thomas Havelock 
(1877-1968) later underlined a distinct 
relationship between the radius of the 
parent vortex and those of its daughters. 
Vatistas suspected that the triangular 
polygon he produced in 1989 was indeed 
a manifestation of Thomson’s treatise, 
where three daughter vortices were equally 
distributed around the parent’s core. He 
even managed to produce the square, pen- 
tagonal and hexagonal cross-sectional cores 
predicted for four, five and six daughter 
vortices. Unfortunately, at that point, the 
system appeared to give over to turbulence. 
Recently, Vatistas, Siddiqui and 
Abderrahmane decided to leverage 
advances in image processing and exper- 
imental equipment to revisit the issue. 
This time, they were able to see further 
and confirm the two key elements of 
Thomson’s earlier conjecture. 
First, they reproduced the initial 
results and established their stability. 
In their experiment, the vortex and its 
daughters quickly re-formed even after 
they used a stick to disrupt the water flow. 
Vatistas describes that while more daugh- 
ter vortices are produced as the velocity of 
the parent vortex increases, the range of 
velocities over which the system is stabilized 
decreases. “With six daughter vortices, 
the stability exists only in a very narrow 
range. You have to look quickly or you miss 
it,” he explains. Seven daughter vortices 


Regular vortex patterns photographed in Concordia's Fluid Mechanics Research 
Laboratory. From left to right, the liquid surface develops a dumbbell shape (N = 2). 
As the speed of liquid stir increases, the interface generates an equilateral triangle 
(N = 3), a square (N = 4), a regular pentagon (N = 5) and, finally, a hexagon (N = 6). 
The edges of the various patterns are due to the presence of daughter vortices. 
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are theoretically possible but are practically 
impossible, he adds, because the range of 
frequencies at which they occur is so narrow 
that the chances of observing them are infin- 
itesimally small. “It’s like trying to balance 
a pencil onavery sharp tip,” he analogizes. 
Second, the team confirmed the rela- 
tionship between the parent and daughter 
radii. In 2000, the research team of Dan 
Durkin and Joel Fajans at the University 
of California, Berkeley, demonstrated the 
stability of the cross-sectional cores in 
electron columns. Vatistas and colleagues 
made the confirmation using a normal 
fluid (water), corroborated all the rele- 
vant aspects of the phenomenon and even 
went beyond the original mathematical 
theory. “This is where we have clearly es- 
tablished a first,” Vatistas says. 
Thomson's conjecture had long been 
assumed to be valid, and had been used 
to explain phenomena as varied as super- 
fluidity, magnetism, electron plasmas 
and planetary atmospherics. Its wide- 
spread applicability was confirmed by 
Paul Williams, a professor at the University 
of Reading in the United Kingdom, who 
integrated the theory to the study of polar 
circulation. “It turns out that there is a very 
intimate connection between the fluid 
dynamics of a freshly stirred cup of tea, 
and those of an atmosphere ona rotating 
planet,” Williams wrote in a 2003 paper. 


Ongoing relevance 

Vatistas’s discovery is already being 
applied. It’s lending credence to a theory of 
tornados by Alfred Bedard, a scientist at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in Colorado. Bedard spe- 
cializes in the sound signatures of natural 
events. During the course of an experiment 
on the acoustics of avalanches, he noticed 
that some of his sensors had picked up very 
distinctive, low frequency sound waves that 
seemed unrelated to the snow falls under 
study. Low frequency waves have extremely 
long wave lengths and can travel significant 
distances—hundreds, sometimes thou- 
sands, of kilometres—from their origin. 


Known as infrasound, the waves can only 
be detected by sensors because they occur 
below the level of human hearing. 

Unsure where the waves had come from, 
Bedard began looking at earthquake and 
meteorological data from around the 
United States for their potential source. 

He discovered that a series of tornadoes 
had occurred several hundred 
kilometres away slightly after 
his measurements had been 
taken. Bedard is now fairly 
certain that the distinct 
sound signatures were cre- 
ated by daughter vortices 
rumbling off a parent tornado 
as it formed high up in the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

“He says that, through this method, 
we can detect tornados earlier than with 
radar, Vatistas explains. 

He adds that it’s the daughter vortices of 
hurricanes, tornadoes and typhoons that 
wreak so much havoc. “They impact the be- 
haviour of the larger storm, causing huge 
moving loads on structures—like bridges 
and buildings—which are very dangerous, ” 
Vatistas says. “Ultimately, understanding 
this phenomenon can help us improve the 
design of buildings.” It can also facilitate 
the design of structures in which vortices 
are caused to occur, such as tubes leading to 
water turbines in hydroelectric dams. 





Media stir 
It’s not surprising, then, that the confir- 


mation is making waves in the physics 
and engineering worlds. Vatistas 

has been interviewed by numerous 
publications, including the prestigious 


Physics World (May 8, 2008). More 


unexpected has been the mainstream 


Following the worldwide publicity, 

| was flooded with emails from experts | tromRichard Packard, 

as well as ordinary people who were 
genuinely interested to know more 


about the discovery. 


media's interest in his team’s work. 
Articles have appeared in local Montreal 
daily newspapers, such as Le Devoir and 
La Presse, in national and international 
publications and on many websites. 
Clearly, all the attention tickles 
Vatistas. “Following the worldwide pub- 
licity and my interview with CBC Radio’s 
science program, Quirks and Quarks, | 
was flooded with emails from experts, 
as well as from ordinary people who were 
genuinely interested in the discovery. 
Physicists, mathematicians, architects, 
social scientists, engineers, classicists, 
professors, graduate and high school 


students, and others wanted me to 
expand on and/or provide additional 
information about the phenomenon,” 
he says. “Most of the questions had to 
do with the unaccounted-for hexagonal 
weather formation in Saturn’s north 
pole, a likely manifestation of the phe- 
nomenon. Others dealt with the details 
about the natural phenomenon, with 
the organizational structures in natural 
occurrences, artistic designs in nature, 
galactic disk formations and much more.” 
Images of the vortex patterns will be fea- 
tured this fall in the new edition of The 
Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in 
Nature (Oxford University Press), a book 
by well-known science writer Philip Ball. 
Vatistas says he is also pleased his 
work shines the spotlight on Concordia. 
“It's very satisfying to give back to the in- 
stitution that has also given me a superb 
universal education. I believe this discov- 
ery is an indication that our Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science is 
scientifically very strong,” he says. 

“It is so gratifying to have been able, along 
with my colleagues, to validate a theoretical 
conjecture made by one of the world’s most 
renowned physicists,” he enthuses. “At 
the same time, | have a sense of responsibil- 
ity to continue the work.” 
Vatistas points to the 

praise he received 


a respected physics pro- 
fessor at the University 
of California, Berkeley. 
In the May 8, 2008, issue 
of Physics World magazine, Packard 
was quoted as saying, “I do find it fasci- 
nating that vortices, which occur in so 
many places in nature, are still the object 
of research after over 200 years of scrutiny 
by some of the best minds in science.” 
While Vatistas continues to manage 
the interest his confirmation has gener- 
ated, he is already planning his next steps. 
The association of these phenomena 
to the same set of equations indicates 
the potential that something deeper, and 
more fundamental, connects them. He’s 
determined to find exactly what it is. m 


Dawn Wiseman, BEng 91, GrDip 96, 
MA 02, is a Montreal-based writer. 
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un avantage indéniable 


LE PROGRAMME French Coach DE L’ECOLE DE GESTION JOHN-MOLSON 
PROPOSE LES OUTILS NECESSAIRES POUR FAIRE CARRIERE EN FRANCAIS 


An English version of the text is available at magazine.concordia.ca. 


n pleine période estivale, une 

poignée d’étudiants sont réunis 

dans une salle de classe du pavil- 
lon du métro Guy. Leur but? Apprendre 
le francais. Le septiéme cours de niveau 
débutant, destiné aux personnes qui 
possédent trés peu de connaissances 
de la langue, traite des degrés de com- 
paraison et des superlatifs : 

« Masceur est le plus intelligent que 
mon frére >, lance un des quatre étu- 
diants, tous assis au premier rang. 

« Ma sceur est plus intelligente que 
mon frére >, corrige la formatrice. 
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Bienvenue au John Molson School of 
Business French Coach! 

Ce programme inédit d’apprentis- 
sage du francais des affaires s adresse 
aux étudiants en finance, marketing 
et administration de |’ Université 
Concordia. D’abord connu sous le 
nom JMSB French Club, il a été créé en 
juin 2006 par Kristian Julien, étudiant 
ala maitrise en administration, dans 
le but d’offrir une introduction a la 
langue de Moliére. Depuis les débuts, 
il est administré par des étudiants 
de la Faculté. Les formateurs étudient 


au département d’Etudes francaises 

de l'Université, qui propose également 

d'autres activités d’initiation au 

francais dans un plus large contexte. 
Plutét que d’offrir des cours généraux 

de francais, le programme met désormais 

l’accent sur le frangais, langue des 

affaires, et sur son utilisation dans 

la vie professionnelle. I] s'intéresse, 

par exemple, a la rédaction d’offres 

de service et aux techniques d’entrevue. 

Selon la présidente, Sofia Del Rio, 

ila accueilli environ 200 étudiants 

depuis sa création. 





ANDREW DoBROWOLSKYJ 


Des étudiants du programme JMSB French 
Coach, Uma Doma, Allysia Shaver, Geoffrey Lyn 
et Denise Zhang, dans une classe du pavillon 

du métro Guy. 


Mis a part les cours de frangais, 
le French Coach organise des activités 
destinées a accroitre sa visibilité. 
Ainsi, en mars 2007, ila invité la 
présidente et chef de la direction 
de la Chambre de commerce du 
Montréal métropolitain, M™ Isabelle 
Hudon, a donner une conférence. 

La rencontre s est révélée un succés, 
en dépit de la tempéte de neige qui 
sévissait ce jour-la. Sur cette lancée, 
les organisateurs tiendront le 12 
septembre prochain un séminaire 
bilingue qui se penchera sur les 
difficultés auxquelles les anglophones 
font face en milieu de travail fran- 
cophone et examinera les types 

de documents utilisés tous les 

jours au bureau : courriels, notes 

de service, etc. 

De plus, French Coach mettra sur 
pied, a partir de l’automne, un 
programme d’échanges linguistiques 
entre étudiants anglophones et 
francophones qui souhaitent 
perfectionner leur maitrise 
de la langue seconde. 

M"* Del Rio, qui s’occupe 
de l’organisation depuis 
janvier 2007, explique que 
l'un des objectifs poursuivis 
est d’apprendre aux étudiants 
a converser en frangais, plus particu- 
liérement dans un contexte 
professionnel. « Pour travailler a 
Montréal, on doit absolument pouvoir 
passer une entrevue en frangais >, 
explique=t=elle. 

Le programme French Coach, le 
seul de ce type a Concordia, peut 
accueillir de douze a seize étudiants, 
mais la présidente espére pouvoir 
augmenter la capacité des classes. 
Bien qu il soit congu sur mesure 
pour les besoins de l’Ecole de gestion 
John- Molson, les étudiants d’autres 
facultés y sont les bienvenus, ainsi 
que les membres du personnel, a 
condition de savoir que le contenu 
demeure axé sur la finance et le 
marketing. Quant a une éventuelle 
expansion hors faculté, M™° Del Rio 







dit n’y avoir pas songé puisgq itia- 


tive en reviendrait a l’Ecole de gestion 
John- Molson. Elle mentionne toute- 
fois que des étudiants en génie ont 

déja suivi ces cours dans le but 


de perfectionner leurs techniques 







d’entrevue. 
L’inscription cofite 100 $ pour 
les étudiants de I’Ecole, et 10 $ 
supplémentaires pour les étudiants 
de Concordia provenant d'autres 
facultés. Des séances individuelles 
avancées sont également offertes 
pour 20 $. Comme le programme 


recoit une aide financiére de la faculté, 





> ont 


cependant s engager a d'autres niveaux 
de l’organisation. 

La formatrice responsable des 
cours d’été, Elena Baraboi, est étu- 
diante en tr tion a Concordia. 
Elle enseignait le frangais et l’anglais 
en Moldavie. isant que <« le 


frangais est angue trés, trés 


« Pour travailler a Montreal, on 
doit absolument pouvoir passer 
une entrevue en francais. » 


vaste a enseigner >» et que la partie 

la plus difficile 4 maitriser est de faire 
les liens entre les mots, elle encourage 
ses é€tudiants a profiter de la moindre 
occasion pour utiliser leur connais- 
sance de la langue. En lien avec le 
domaine de la finance, elle leur 

donne par ailleurs 4a lire des articles 
du journal Les Affaires pour discussions 
en classe. 

Les exercices sont concus dans 
optique du milieu professionnel. 
Dans le cours intermédiaire, par 
exemple, on a demandé aux étudiants 
de jouer le réle de conseillers en 
ressources humaines et de débat- 
tre - en frangais - des mérites respectifs 
de deux candidats en se basant 
sur des transcriptions d’entrevues. 
Dans d’autres mises en situation, 


A dipl6me en poche. 






C / ant 
ils deva C* avec leurs - 


ployés >, en se plagant dans la ~N 










du patron disparition de fou 


au, ou encore se plaindre eC 
oa. 


Otel. Des legons clas- 


tures de b 
du service.a 
siques sur udiments de la langue 
frangaise, tels que la conjugaison et le 
vocabulaire, complétent ces exercices 
pratiques. M™° Bavapp espére un nr 
jour pouvoir offraNggcours vénér 
de niveau avancé, qui ne font pas eC 
actuellement partieldu programme. 

Elle note par ailleurs que la plupart 
de ses aan. viennent de l’étranger 


et que certai omme Sofia Del Rio, 






Mexicaine ssance, désirent 


s installer a éal une fois leur 
Jun Min Li, née en Ch in 


depuis plus de dix ans a 





mentionne le cété pratique des cours. 

Elle est avide de termes techniques. 

Travaillant en comptabilité a temps 

plein, elle apprécie que les cours 

intermédiaires se tiennent les fins 

de semaine. 

Pour sa part, Min Peng, égale- 
ment née en Chine et 
demeurant 4 Montréal depuis 
trois ans, ajoute que « le 
francais est important pour 
vivre ici >. Elle s’est inscrite 

au programme French Coach aprés 

avoir étudié le francais en Chine 
pendant un an pour améliorer ses 
chances de réussite sur le marché 

du travail. 

Ana Salbashan, un ex- Montréalais 
revenu dans la métropole aprés dix 
ans d’absence, termine sa deuxiéme 
année en marketing et commerce. 

Il est sensible a la taille réduite des 

groupes qui, selon lui, facilite inter- 

action entre les étudiants et avec 

le formateur. Il souligne également 

lutilité professionnelle du programme : 

« Je n’avais pas vraiment idée de ce 

qu'on allait apprendre, mais je suis 

trés satisfait des résultats. > = 


Alexandre Paquin est journaliste 

a Montréal. 

For more information on JMSB French 
Coach, visit frenchcoach.org 
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING CLASS 
OF '68: THE PROTOTYPES 

his year marks the 4,0" anniversary 
T of the establishment of the Faculty 
of Engineering at Sir George Williams 
University. Graduates from the Class 
of 68 El (aka the “Prototypes”) are 
returning to their alma mater to 
celebrate this special occasion during 
Homecoming ’08. 

In 1957, Sir George Williams University 
created its Certificate in Engineering, with 
options in Mechanical, Civil and Electrical 
Engineering. Department of Engineering 
Chair Jack Bordan was instrumental in that 
effort. The certificate allowed students to 
enter the second-to-last year of a standard 
engineering program offered at other 
institutions, such as McGill University. 

Since 194.3, Loyola College had offered 
six engineering options—Mechanical, 
Electrical, Civil, Mining, Metallurgical and 
Engineering Physics—within its Faculty 
of Science. These courses also allowed 
students to enter the final two years of the 
standard engineering programs elsewhere. 

Thanks to professional demand—and 
changes in the McGill system—both 
institutions created full faculties of 
Engineering: Sir George Williams in 
1964, and Loyola in 1965. Bordan became 
the first dean at Sir George Williams 
and George Joly was the first at Loyola. 

In 1974,, when the two universities 
merged into Concordia, their respective 
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faculties of Engineering also fused, 
forming departments in Mechanical, Civil 
and Electrical Engineering. J.C. Callaghan, 
who had followed Bordan as dean at 

Sir George Williams, became the new 
University’s first dean of Engineering. 


All Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science alumni celebrating 
a class reunion this year are invited 
to join Dean Robin Drew and many 
of the Faculty's current and former 
professors at a special event to 
celebrate the 40“ anniversary of 
the Sir George Williams Class of '68: 
e September 27 
e3p.m. 
e Engineering, Gomputer Science 
and Visual Arts Integrated Complex 
e Faculty Lounge, 4," floor, EV 4.101 
@ 1515 ote. Catherine St. West, Montreal 
e Free admission. 
Information: Sarah Kenny, Development 
Officer, Engineering and Computer 
Science, at sarah@encs.concordia.ca 


or at 514,-84,8-24,24, ext. 7026. 


HOMECOMING ‘08 

oncordia s Homecoming ‘08 
C celebrations are taking place 
September 19 to 28. For easy access 
to event time and dates, detach the 
handy Homecoming ’o8 Calendar stitched 
into the front of this issue, or visit 
homecoming.concordia.ca. 





This year’s Abitibi- Consolidated Lecture 
features renowned humanitarian advocate 
Dr. James Orbinski E]. Dr. Orbinski is a 
research scientist at St. Michael’s Hospital in 


Toronto and is associate professor of Political 
Science and Family and Community Medicine 
at the University of Toronto. From 1998 to 
2001, he served as the international president 
of Médecins Sans Frontiéres (Doctors Without 
Borders) and, in 1999, accepted the Nobel 
Peace Prize on behalf of the organization. 
Dr. Orbinski is also chair of Dignitas 

International, an organization offering 
community-based treatment, care and 
prevention of HIV in the developing world. 
He recently published An Imperfect Offering: 
Humanitarian Action in the 21° Century 
(Doubleday Canada, 2008), an account 
of the ethical, moral and legal dilemmas 
facing humanitarian intervention today. 
Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture 
with Dr. James Orbinski 

e September 25 

¢7p.m. 

e Henry F. Hall Building, H-110 

@ 14.55 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, 

Montreal 
e Pre-registration required: 
homecoming.concordia.ca 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 
GARNET KEY SOCIETY 
TRIBUTE DINNER 
n honour of the original members 
of the Garnet Key Society at Sir George 
Williams University: 
e November 8 
e Cocktail: 6 p.m. 
e Dinner: 7 p.m. 
e Cost: $50 
e Location: visit homecoming.concordia.ca 
e Information: Valerie Roseman, 
Alumni Officer, Affinity Chapters, 
at valerie.roseman@concordia.ca 
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GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS 
Washington, D.C. 
n July 17, the new executive 
members of the Washington, D.C., 
Chapter of Concordia University Alumni 


Association's celebrated its founding 
at a casual dinner at the residence of 
Chapter President Thérése Morin, MBA 
86. “With sucha fun, dedicated and 
interesting group, the Chapter can't 
help but be successful!” Morin wrote 
in an email to the executives the 
following day. The Chapter’s inaugural 
event will be held on October 28 at the 
Canadian Embassy in Washington. 

The Chapter executives are: Thérése 
Morin, president; Renato Cruz Sogueco, 
BA (journ. & psych.) 94,, vice-president 
— communications; James Byrnes, 

BA (Fr.) 97, BA (poli. sci.) 97, vice- 
president — programs; Lisa Morgan, 

BA (tec. & leisure studies) 89, vice- 
president — administration; and event 
coordinators Paul Tuscano, BEng (elec.) 
oo, and Zoran Kahric, BEng (elec.) 97. 
Pictured are Natasa Janicic, Zoran 
Kahric and Renato Cruz Sogueco. EJ 

For more information on the Chapter 
or the Canadian Embassy event, contact 
Thérése Morin at cuaa-washington@ 
concordia.ca. 


Tri-State 


oncordia’s Tri-State Chapter met 

July 19 for a fun-filled afternoon 
picnic followed by an intense softball 
game. © lhe weather was perfect, the 
food was great and spending time with 


fellow alumni in a venue such as Central 


Park was delightful,” says Russell 
Makofsky, BGomm 07. Thirteen alumni 
and friends joined in the fun, including 


Chapter President Janet Chin-Lyn, MBA 


93 (fifth from the left), and Chapter 
executive members Russell Makofsky 


and Gerry Walsh, L BA 71 (seventh and 
eight from the left, respectively). 

Chapter organizers say they look 
forward to making the Big Apple event 
bigger and better next year. 


New geographic 
chapter presidents 
he Concordia University Alumni 
Association recently welcomed 
three incoming geographic chapter 
presidents. 

Thérése Morin Ef, MBA 86, president 
of the newly launched Washington, 

D.C., Chapter, has lived in and around 
the United States capital district since 
1986. After graduating from Concordia 
(she had previously earned a BComm 
from McGill University), Thérése met 
her husband, Robert Silverman, at the 
training centre of the now-defunct 
accounting firm of Arthur Andersen in 
St. Charles, Ill. “We soon married, and 
we ve lived in the D.C. area ever since,” 
she says. They reside with their daughter 
in McLean, Va. 

Thérése was a VP for the Business 
Consulting Services Unit of IBM when 
she retired in 2005. During her successful 
20-year career, she was responsible for 
significant business growth and co-wrote 
Information Management: A Government's 
Executive Guide (PricewaterhouseCoopers, 


alumni.concordia.ca 


1999) and hosted a weekly, local radio 
show, Business of Government Radio 
Hour,” for four years. 

She now focuses her time on family 
and volunteer work, 
including her involvement 
with the Washington 
Chapter. The Chapter’s 
executive members (see 
above) are already laying 
the groundwork for 
several projects, Thérése 
reports. We are busy 





planning future events, 
encouraging people to 
sign up to InConcordia, setting up a web 
page and identifying alumni in the D.C. 
metropolitan area.” 

Sophie Noel EK, BA 04, is also looking 
forward to adding new events to the 
Vancouver Chapter calendar. She recently 
took over the role of president from Nellie 
Cheng, MA 88. “We conducted a survey 
of Vancouver-area alumni and asked 
what they want the Chapter to provide,” 
Sophie says. Based on this feedback, 
Sophie and the Chapter executive plan 
to hold a Montreal-themed networking 
event and an outdoor pitch-and-putt 
gathering next summer. 
First up is An Evening 
with Networking Guru 
Darcy Rezac on September 
8 at the Steamworks 
Brewing Company. 

(For more information, 





contact Sophie at cuaa- 
vancouver@concordia.ca.) [iu 
Sophie enrolled in 
Concordia’s Leisure Sciences program 
in 2000 after earning a theatre diploma 


and having worked in casting for several 
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years. [ returned to my first passion: 


sports and recreation,” she says. “After 
attending a conference in 2003 by the 
Association of Experiential Education 

in Vancouver, I moved to the west coast 
ayear later to work with Pinnacle Pursuits, 
an event management company.” An 
active, outdoorswoman, she loves being 
a stone's throw from the mountains. 
“The snow is always on the slopes, so 

if you want it, it’s there,” she says. 

Since July, Sophie has been working 
in the recreation department for the City 
of Vancouver. “| enjoy being connected to 
the community,” she relates. Now she'll 
be helping to connect the Vancouver-area 
Concordia alumni community as well. 

For the new president of the Ottawa 
Chapter, Stephen Wells Ed, S BA 72, 
this is his second time around as a 
volunteer. “I was involved in the mid-'gos 
but took a break,” Stephen says. “I rejoined 
afew years ago as amember at large, then 
became secretary. Then they dragged me 
into being president!” he jokes. “Constantin 
[Loudiadis, the Chapter’s former president] 
convinced me.” 

In 2004, Stephen 
retired after working 
for 30 years with the 
federal government in 
Montreal, Alberta and 
Ottawa, where he’s been 
based since 1987. In his 





new role, he says he’s 
“not planning major 
changes but I want to make sure that we stay 
in the right direction. Our main goal is to 
get younger people involved and to provide 
vibrant, interesting events for alumni.” 
The Ottawa Chapter will continue to 
hold its successful annual dinners and 
other networking get-togethers. They've 
planned a meet-and-greet event for 
Ottawa-area alumni on November 4. “I'd 
like us to host a speaker series featuring 
politicians or entertainers that would be 
of interest to alumni, as well as to others 
in the area,” he says. “That would be 
a great way to raise our profile.” 


GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS: 
HomEcoMING ‘O8 

All alumni are invited to Montreal 
for Goncordia’s Homecoming ’o8. 
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For those who can't make it to Montreal, 
we bring Concordia to you through 
special local events. 


Toronto 
he Toronto Chapter invites alumni 
Wes an evening of emotionally charged 
theatre as the Tarragon Theatre presents 
a return engagement of last year’s highly 
successful production of Scorched. The 
play written by Montreal playwright 
Wajdi Mouawad, is about a twin boy 
and girl struggling to understand their 
mother’s past and about the creative and 
destructive forces at work in the world. 
This Dora Award-winning production 
is brought to the stage by Tarragon 
Theatre Artistic Director Richard Rose. 
The play will be preceded by a wine 
and cheese reception at which a member 
of the cast or creative team will provide 
background information on the production. 
e September 24, 
e Reception: 7 p.m. 
e Play: 8 p.m. 
e Tarragon Theatre 
e 30 Bridgeman Ave., Toronto 
@ Cost: $35 (includes reception, 
performance and taxes) 
e Forty specially priced tickets are 
reserved for alumni 
Register by September 10, either online 
at alumni.concordia.ca/events/register 
on call G0G—777 50590. 
Information: Lawrence Millar at 
cuaa-toronto@concordia.ca 
Please take five minutes to complete our 
online survey and help us improve our 
programming at alumni.concordia.ca/toronto. 


The Shanghai Chapter 
Networking Alumni Dinner 
e September 24, 
e7p.m.—9g p.m. 
e Celebrate Homecoming and 
reconnect with your fellow Concordians 
e Information: Kim-Tien Huynh at 
cuaa-shanghai@concordia.ca 


Boston-New England 
ontreal Deli Night in Boston: You 
M won t need to travel to Montreal 
to sample Quebec cuisine this fall. 
Join your fellow Concordia alumni for 
a Homecoming meet-and-greet with 


the Boston-New England Chapter (afumni. 
concordia/ca/boston). Network while 

you savour smoked- meat sandwiches, 
bagels, salmon and cream cheese. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

e September 25 

e Cocktails: 5:30 p.m. (cash bar) 

e Dinner: 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

e Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel, 
4.25 Summer St., Boston, Mass., 
617.552.4006 

e Stay overnight at the Boston 
Waterfront Hotel and take advantage 
of our partnership discount: 
alumni.concordia.ca/benefits/hotels 

e Cost: $30 per person 

Register by September 12, online at 
alumni.concordia.ca/events/register 
oncall=600.777.5930) 
Information: Denis Kefallinos at 
cuaa=boston@concordia.ca 


Tri-State Chapter 
16° Annual Canadian 
Universities Alumni Reception 
e September 25 
e Roosevelt Hotel, 4,5 East 4,5" St. 
(at Madison Ave.), New York City 
e Join us for a Homecoming meet- 
and-greet 
e Information: Janet Chin-Lyn at 
cuaa-tristate@concordia.ca 


Geographic Connections 
Many Concordia, Sir George Williams 
and Loyola graduates live or work in 
regions where chapters have yet to be 
developed. We are always looking for 
alumni who are interested in coming 
together for events—or even forming 
a new geographic chapter. 

e Ifyou live in California and would like 
more information on possible alumni 
activities, contact Joanne Mollot 
at cuaa-california@concordia.ca. 

e Ifyou live in the greater Quebec City 
region and would like more 
information on possible alumni 
activities, contact John Monroe 
at cuaa~quebec@concordia.ca. 

How to get involved: Contact Lina 
Uberti at Lina. Uberti@concordia.ca 
or call 514-848-2424, ext. 4606. 





years. [ returned to my first passion: 


sports and recreation,” she says. “After 
attending a conference in 2003 by the 
Association of Experiential Education 

in Vancouver, I moved to the west coast 
ayear later to work with Pinnacle Pursuits, 
an event management company.” An 
active, outdoorswoman, she loves being 
a stone's throw from the mountains. 
“The snow is always on the slopes, so 

if you want it, it’s there,” she says. 

Since July, Sophie has been working 
in the recreation department for the City 
of Vancouver. “| enjoy being connected to 
the community,” she relates. Now she'll 
be helping to connect the Vancouver-area 
Concordia alumni community as well. 

For the new president of the Ottawa 
Chapter, Stephen Wells Ed, S BA 72, 
this is his second time around as a 
volunteer. “I was involved in the mid-'gos 
but took a break,” Stephen says. “I rejoined 
afew years ago as amember at large, then 
became secretary. Then they dragged me 
into being president!” he jokes. “Constantin 
[Loudiadis, the Chapter’s former president] 
convinced me.” 

In 2004, Stephen 
retired after working 
for 30 years with the 
federal government in 
Montreal, Alberta and 
Ottawa, where he’s been 
based since 1987. In his 





new role, he says he’s 
“not planning major 
changes but I want to make sure that we stay 
in the right direction. Our main goal is to 
get younger people involved and to provide 
vibrant, interesting events for alumni.” 
The Ottawa Chapter will continue to 
hold its successful annual dinners and 
other networking get-togethers. They've 
planned a meet-and-greet event for 
Ottawa-area alumni on November 4. “I'd 
like us to host a speaker series featuring 
politicians or entertainers that would be 
of interest to alumni, as well as to others 
in the area,” he says. “That would be 
a great way to raise our profile.” 


GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS: 
HomEcoMING ‘O8 

All alumni are invited to Montreal 
for Goncordia’s Homecoming ’o8. 
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For those who can't make it to Montreal, 
we bring Concordia to you through 
special local events. 


Toronto 
he Toronto Chapter invites alumni 
Wes an evening of emotionally charged 
theatre as the Tarragon Theatre presents 
a return engagement of last year’s highly 
successful production of Scorched. The 
play, written by Montreal playwright 
Wajdi Mouawad, is about a twin boy 
and girl struggling to understand their 
mother’s past and about the creative and 
destructive forces at work in the world. 
This Dora Award-winning production 
is brought to the stage by Tarragon 
Theatre Artistic Director Richard Rose. 
The play will be preceded by a wine 
and cheese reception at which a member 
of the cast or creative team will provide 
background information on the production. 
e September 24, 
e Reception: 7 p.m. 
e Play: 8 p.m. 
e Tarragon Theatre 
e 30 Bridgeman Ave., Toronto 
© Cost: $35 (includes reception, 
performance and taxes) 
e Forty specially priced tickets are 
reserved for alumni 
e Information: Lawrence Millar 
at cuaa-toronto@concordia.ca 
Register by September 10, either online 
at alumni.concordia.ca/events/register 
On Call [000.777 55500: 
Please take five minutes to complete our 
online survey and help us improve our 
programming at alumni.concordia.ca/toronto. 


The Shanghai Chapter 
Networking Alumni Dinner 
e September 24, 
e7p.m.—9g p.m. 
e Celebrate Homecoming and 
reconnect with your fellow Concordians 
e Information: Kim-Tien Huynh at 
cuaa-shanghai@concordia.ca 


Boston-New England 
ontreal Deli Night in Boston: You 
M won t need to travel to Montreal 
to sample Quebec cuisine this fall. 
Join your fellow Concordia alumni for 
a Homecoming meet-and-greet with 


the Boston- New England Chapter (afumni. 
concordia/ca/boston). Network while 
you savour smoked- meat sandwiches, 
bagels, salmon and cream cheese. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
e September 25 
e Cocktails: 5:30 p.m. (cash bar) 
e Dinner: 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
e Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel, 
4.25 Summer St., Boston, Mass., 
617.552.4006 
e Stay overnight at the Boston 
Waterfront Hotel and take advantage 
of our partnership discount: 
alumni.concordia.ca/benefits/hotels 
e Cost: $30 per person 
e Information: Denis Kefallinos 
at cuaa=boston@concordia.ca 
Register by September 12, online at 
alumni.concordia.ca/events/register 


oncallli690-777.3930: 


Tri-State Chapter 
16° Annual Canadian 
Universities Alumni Reception 
e September 25 
e Roosevelt Hotel, 4,5 East 4,5" St. 
(at Madison Ave.), New York City 
e Join us for a Homecoming meet- 
and-greet 
e Information: Janet Chin-Lyn at 
cuaa-tristate@concordia.ca 


Geographic Connections 
Many Concordia, Sir George Williams 
and Loyola graduates live or work in 
regions where chapters have yet to be 
developed. We are always looking for 
alumni who are interested in coming 
together for events—or even forming 
a new geographic chapter. 

e Ifyou live in California and would like 
more information on possible alumni 
activities, contact Joanne Mollot 
at cuaa-california@concordia.ca. 

e Ifyou live in the greater Quebec City 
region and would like more 
information on possible alumni 
activities, contact John Monroe 
at cuaa~quebec@concordia.ca. 

How to get involved: Contact Lina 
Uberti at Lina. Uberti@concordia.ca 
or call 514-848-2424, ext. 4606. 


FOFA Gallery 
FOFA Gallery i ial 
(Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery) 
October 6 - 31, 2008 


Vitrines: “Crossing Cultures: Images of Norman Bethune in China” 
Curated by Concordia Professor of Art History Catherine Mackenzie, this 
collection of posters and small statuettes from the People’s Republic of 
China speaks to the various ways in which images of Norman Bethune 

have been presented since his death in 1939. 


Main and Projection Galleries: 
“Rearranging Desires: Curating the ‘Other’ Within” 


Curated by Concordia Assistant Professor of Art History Alice Ming Wai Jim, MFA 
96, this exhibition of work by Montreal-based, Chinese-Canadian artists focuses on 
the presentation, reading and interpretation of China and “‘Chineseness” in North 
America, particularly in Quebec. The artists are Ayesha Hameed, GrCert 08, Karen 
Tam, BFA 00, Chih-Chien Wang, MFA 06, and Mary Sui Yee Wong, BFA 91, MFA 04. 


OCTOBER 17, 2008, 5:30 p.m. 
Vernissage: “Crossing Cultures: Images of Norman Bethune in China” and 
“Rearranging Desires: Curating the ‘Other’ Within” 


OCTOBER 18, 2008, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., EV 1.605 and 1.615 
Symposium: “Crossing Culture: Images of Norman Bethune in China” 
Symposium: ‘‘Rearranging Desires: The Culturally-Specific Exhibition 
in a Postcolonial Context” 


FOFA Gallery | 1515 Ste. Catherine St. West, EV 1.715 
514-848-2424, ext. 7962 | fofagallery.concordia.ca 


Concordia University Alumni Association 
Recognition Awards 


Call for Nominations 


Deadline: November 28, 2008 


All graduates and members of the Concordia University community are invited 
to nominate candidates for the Concordia University Alumni Association 
Recognition Awards, the Association's highest honour. The Alumni Association 
encourages you to submit nominations for individuals who deserve to be 
recognized for their outstanding achievements and/or their exceptional 
service to the advancement of Concordia University or the community. 

The awards will be presented at a gala awards banquet in spring 2009. 

For more information, visit alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/alumniawards or contact 
Jennifer Cottin at jennifer.cottin@concordia.ca or at 514-848-2424, ext. 3882. 


HELP US HELP CONCORDIA STUDE ENTS 
SUNDAY, da R Be 2008, @ 1P.M. 











Advancement and Alumni Relations 
plans Concordia’s Dinner for 10 


Advancement and Alumni Relations plans to launch an innovative program 
called Concordia’s Dinner for 10. The program calls for alumni volunteers 
to play dinner host to five to 10 Concordia students so students can share 
their experiences of the University and develop their networking skills 

in a relaxed and informal setting. 

Alumni volunteers can choose to either hold the dinner at their home 
or in a restaurant. Hosts can treat their guests to a night of gourmet food, 
a pizza or anything in between. 

We're counting on the generosity of our Montreal-area alumni to make 
Dinner for 10 a success. 

If you would like to be part of this pilot project, contact Rose Wangechi 
at Rose.Wangechi@concordia.ca or at 514-848-2424, ext. 7377. 











MORE INFO: sit a: 7m, EXT. 3882 


Pledge forms: alumni.concordia.ca/bowlathon 





NENT 


nae | Quilles G plus | 

p LED ( ES: hi! Formerly Rose Bowl | 
or Ts 6510 St-Jacques W. | 

$35 (AGE 16 +) s (corner Cavendish) 


$15 (UNDER 16) 


Organized by the Association of Alumni of Sir George Williams 
to raise money for scholarships and bursaries for Concordia students 
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A 
ry 


Some graduates in this listing 

have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
individuals are listed under their 
earliest graduation year. Class Acts 
reflect the original submission’s 
style as closely as possible. 


=a 

y Sacvan Bercovitch, 
S BA 61, LLD 93, is the 

Cabot Research Professor 

of American Literature 

at Harvard University in 

Cambridge, Mass. Sacvan 

has written and edited many 



















books on American literature 
and culture and received several 
awards for both teaching 

and scholarship. He has also 
been the recipient of honours 
such as the Hubbell Prize 

for Lifetime Achievement 

in American Literary Studies 
and the Pearson- Bode Prize 
for Lifetime Achievement 

in American Studies. Sacvan 
is also a Fellow of American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 


Sacvan lives in Newton, Mass. 





ai 
h? Marvin Lamoureux, 

L BComm, lives in West 
Vancouver and Whistler, B.C. 
“After receiving an MBA from 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, and a Doctorate of 
Education from the University 
of British Columbia, I taught 
business administration at 
American and Canadian colleges 
during the ’60s and ’7os. For 13 
years, I was dean of Instruction 
at acommunity college. In 1991, 
I started an educational policy, 
planning and administration 
consulting firm and worked 
on many international projects. 
After 17 years, I ‘hung-up the 
consulting spurs’ and I was 
recently appointed to the Board 
of the College of Practical Nurses 
of British Columbia by the B.C. 
Ministry of Health.” Marvin 
says he will keep busy by skiing 
at Whistler, taking periodic 
winter retreats to Palm Springs, 


Calif., and Mexico, and visiting 
friends around the world. 

He'll also be involved in arts 
and entertainment committee 
work, and is looking forward 

to “getting our rock garden in 
some visually appealing order.” 


=a 
(1 Carol Hama, 5 BEng, is an 
estimator for RHI Canada 
Inc. in Edmonton. “After 
raising two beautiful daughters 
and painting and teaching 
watercolours and oils at the City 
Arts Centre at the University of 
Alberta (Extension Department) 
and Grant MacEwan College, 
I have returned to engineering 
and am now estimating!” 
BestBrushstroke.netfirms.com 


5 








1 > Bonnie Norman, S BA 69, was part of “Of Beauty and Bounty,” a group exhibition by 


members of the Artists’ Association of Dollard held from May 29 to August 3 at the Galérie de 
la ville in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, Que. Bonnie taught elementary school children for 35 years in 
the Montreal area. She now focuses on her painting and has exhibited in several group shows. 
1) Julia’s Garden 


2 > Nada H. Kyriakos, MA (art ed.) 01, held an exhibition of paintings and collages, 
“nada h. kyriakos,” from April 24 to May 25 at the Galérie de Ia ville in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, 
Que. Nada, who has also earned a BFA from the Lebanese American University in Beirut, 

has participated in group exhibitions in Lebanon, Cote d'lvoire and Montreal. 2) Tombée 

du Crépuscule 


3 > Mary Hayes, BFA 88, held an exhibition of her work, “Brats,” from May 30 to June 21 
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at Galérie McClure in Montreal. Mary was also part of the Toronto Outdoor Art Exhibition 
July 11 to 13 at Nathan Phillips Square, and has also exhibited her works in the United States. 
Since 2000, she has taught drawing and painting at the Visual Arts Centre in Montreal. 

3) Changelings #1, A Musical (Kate) 


4 > Jake (Jacqueline) Moore, BFA 93, MFA 06, held an exhibition, “Reverse 
Engineering,” from July 14 to August 15 at Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery. Jake is an 
intermedia artist. The exhibition featured a plinth and a series of large-scale prints that were 
3D scans of tree branches. 4) Reverse Engineering 


5 > Roxanne Dyer, BFA (studio art) 98, held an exhibition of her paintings, 
“momentum,” from June 20 to August 16 at the Club Saint-James de Montréal. Roxanne has 
exhibited in several solo and group exhibitions in Montreal. 5) L’Attente /V 


Edmond Nahmias, | BSc 
(chem.), writes: “After 

living for four years in Russia, 
I accepted another assignment 
in Kuwait, working for 
lengineering, construction 
and project management 
company] Bechtel.” 


Ahmad Salahuddin, 

S PhD, is a senior lecturer 
for the Department of Civil 
Engineering at the University 
of Zimbabwe in Harare. 

“I had the privilege of being 
associated with Sir George 
Williams University and 
Concordia as a graduate 
student from 1966 to 1971, 

a post-doctoral fellow from 
1971 to 1973 and a research 
associate and adjunct assistant 
professor from 1977 to 1981. 
Since then, | have acquired 
more than 35 years of 
combined teaching, research 
and consultation experience 
in North America and Africa. 
I have been associated with 
the University of Zimbabwe 
for more than 20 years, 
including for six years as 

the chairman of the Civil 
Engineering Department. In 
September 2007, the Yorker 
International University in 
Milan, Italy, awarded me an 
Honorary Doctorate of Science 
in Computer Information to 
recognize my contributions 
to the ‘applications of 
computers in engineering.’ ” 


aa 
/q Garry Gershon 
Schwartz, BSc 
(environmental bio.), lives 
in Thornhill, Ont. “Thirty 
years in Israel has been an 
extreme challenge. I have 
fulfilled most of my dreams 
and wishes working for 
industry and government 
in the environmental field, 
raising a family and serving 
in the army. Now, it’s time 
for some new experiences, 
so we moved back to Canada 
in August. I look forward to 
reuniting with old friends and 
family.” darome@gmail.com 





i i Greta (Margaret Peggy) Goss, BA (Eng.), lives in Montclair, N.J. “A recent visit to 


Concordia with my college-hunting son, Oliver, left me stunned by the wonderful additions 


to both campuses. I wanted to start all over again. I loved both my time at Loyola’s Langley Hall and 


the apartment I shared with four others in NDG. But what I really loved were my English classes: 


their small size, accessible teachers and rigorous reading requirements would be a welcome 


luxury to me now. I recently found a photo of myself with the wonderful, robust Canadian author, 


Robertson Davies (pictured above, circa 1977). After speaking as a guest lecturer, he happily 


posed for my friend’s camera with a congenial arm around a shell-shocked me. His unpretentious 


and approachable nature stunned this open-eyed American from New Jersey who studied in 


Manhattan to become an interior designer after graduating from Concordia. While I’ve been a 


design consultant for 15 years, I never lost my love of books or writing. I write for my website 


(gretagoss.com) and am preparing a book proposal about the psychology of residential interior 


design. Congrats to you, Concordia. You have aged well, look hot and are just as welcoming as ever.” 


a 
AO Dora Giancarli-Evans, 
BA (rec. & leis. studies), 
is director of sales for Zona 
Developers LLC in Davie, Fla. 
“I moved to Ft. Lauderdale 
in 2001 and became director 
of recreational therapy for a 
veterans’ nursing home. In 
2003, I married Jeff Evans, an 
architect, and began working 
in his architectural firm. 
I love my job! It’s challenging 
and never boring, and I’m 
constantly learning new things 
in the construction world. 
‘Hello’ to all my friends from 
Loyola and who graduated 
with me in the Recreation and 
Leisure Studies program. 
I miss you, Mr. Swedburg!” 


1STH REUNION 


== 

f 3 Alan Krolik, BA (econ.), 
lives in Toronto. In May, 

he was elected membership 

director and officer for the 

Conservative Party of Canada 

for the riding of Toronto Centre. 


=x 
Ad David Gobby, BA (Eng.), 
MA (human systems 
intervention) 07, was appointed 
director of Concordia’s Student 
Transition Centre in July. David had 
been the director for Concordia’s 
Communication and Services to 
Students for Enrolment Services. 
He leads and directs a team offering 
services and support to transitional 
students and is a management 


team member of Concordia’s 
School of Extended Learning. 


si 
0] Matthew Hays, 

BFA (film studies), 
MA (media studies) 99, is a 
journalist and instructor in 
Concordia’s Communication 
Studies program. His book, 
The View from Here: 
Conversations with Gay and 
Lesbian Filmmakers (Arsenal 
Pulp Press, 2007), was 
among the winners at the 
20th annual Lambda Literary 
Awards in June. The View 
from Here won in the arts and 
culture category. The Lambda 
Literary Awards recognize 
excellence in gay, lesbian, 
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bisexual and transgender/ 
transsexual literature published 
in the United States. 


se 
QQ Sohenrise Paul 
Nicholas, BComm, 


was elected as Grand Chief of 


the Mohawk community of 
Kanesatake in July. Kanesatake 
is located on the north shore 
of lac des Deux-Montagnes, 


Que., about 50 km west of 
Montreal. Sohenrise Paul, 35, 
manages the Bank of Montreal 


branch on the Mohawk reserve 
in Akwesasne, near Cornwall, 
Ont. He campaigned with 

the promise to make the 
community's administration 
more accountable, transparent 
and accessible to public 
participation. He had 
previously been president of 
Kanesatake’s local economic 
development corporation. 


Anita Nowak, GrDip (comm. 
studies) 99, and her sister, 
Helen Nowak, BA (soc.) o2, 


organized a benefit concert 
on July 9 at the Centre St- 
Ambroise in Montreal. The 
concert raised funds for 
Tubahumarize, awomen’s 
collective based in Kigali, 
Rwanda. Eloge Christian 
Butera, a 25 year-old survivor 
of the genocide in Rwanda, as 
well as a human rights activist 
and McGill University law 
student, spoke at the event. 
Anita is a doctoral student 

at McGill and Helen is a law 
student also at McGill. 


ACCOUNTING ALUMNI, 


Are you looking for contract 
accounting & finance positions? 





We understand that your personal goals are 
vital to professional growth. A contract 
lifestyle will give you the opportunities and 
experience you need to reach them. The 
pursuit of growth is ongoing. The search for 
it doesn't have to be. APPLY TODAY. 


Qf Colin Dennis, BA 91, BA 93, lives in Brampton, Ont. 
He is pictured above in August 2007 in front of the 
Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam. “In 2007, I travelled to 
Europe: U.K., Netherlands, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Austria, Slovenia, Poland, Hungary, Denmark and 
Switzerland. This recharged my creative batteries, and I am 
on the verge of completing the second edition of my book, 


, r - Contact us at: 1 877 303 9550 
The Road Not Taken: Memoirs of a Reluctant Guerrilla. alumni@ptcaccounting.com 


ptcaccounting.com 


For rent at the base of 


Mont-Sainte-Anne 


Only 30 minutes from Quebec City. 
For group meetings, family reunions 
or just between friends! 


14 beautiful very large country homes for rent, 
Weekly or for weekends 
From 4 to 32 bedrooms per house, 
Up to 79 people per ho 


sc chy 


Keep in Touch 


New job? Just moved? Just married? Or maybe 
you simply want to let your former classmates 
know what you've been up to? Visit 


alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/keepintouch 


Or send us, by mail or email, any information about yourself 
(don't be shy) you'd like to appear in Class Acts. 


Please include: your name (including name at graduation); 
year(s) of graduation and degree(s) from Concordia, Loyola 
or Sir George, and other universities; address, phone number 
and email address; and any other relevant personal or 
business info and messages that you'd like to appear. 


By email: a/umni@alcor.concordia.ca Subject: Class Acts 


‘| Toll free: 1-866-604-2806 


You can visit each house on our website at: 
chaletsvillage.ca 


By mail: Class Acts, Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, 
FB-520, Montreal, OC H3G 1M8 
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STH REUNION 


a 
3 Teprine Baldo, BA, 

MA 07, recently published 
Neutral or Not: The Culture 
of Educational Software for 
Developing Nations (VDM 
Verlag). Based on her Concordia 
master’s thesis, the book 
addresses issues about the 
donation of western educational 
software to developing nations. 
Teprine concludes that while 
offering such software has 
noble intentions, its practical 
benefits are limited. Teprine 
is a naturalist, educational 
technologist and social activist 
who lives in Montreal. 


si 
0 4 Todd van der Heyden, 
GrDip, recently became 
co-anchor for CTV Montreal’s 
Evening News at 6 p.m. 
Beginning August 11, Todd 
joined veteran anchor Mutsumi 
Takahashi, BA 79, MBA 95, 
on what is Montreal’s top- 
ranked English-language news 
program. He has been on the 
Quebec news scene, reporting 
and anchoring for CTV 
Montreal, for almost a decade. 
He has won several industry 
awards for his investigative 
journalism, most notably for 
his “On Your Side” reports. 
Todd will continue to co-anchor 
CTV Montreal’s noon newscast 
with Mutsumi Takahashi. 


=a 
()5 Jessica Laventure, BA 
(comm. studies & journ.), 
is a journalist and researcher. 
“IT worked for Global News, first 
in Montreal and then in Quebec 
City, as a researcher, reporter 
and host of ‘QC Magazine.’ [am 
in the process of moving back 
to the Montreal area (Saint- 
Lambert) and am doing some 
fill-in work for GBC Radio in 
Montreal, Quebec City and 
Sherbrooke. I’m doing a lot of 
work for CBC during Quebec 
City’s 400th anniversary, and 
I put together a special series 
about the people who 
have contributed to what 
Quebec City is today that 


aired this summer.” 


John Hall, S BSc 54, died July 
23 in Montreal. John, the son 

of the late Sir George Williams 
Dean Henry F. Hall, was a long- 
time and beloved member of the 
Concordia community. He spent 
more than 55 years at Sir George 
Williams and then Concordia 

as a Student, professor and an 
administrator. From 1951 to 1968, 
John was associated with the 
Sir George Williams University 
contingent of the Canadian 
Officers Training Corps and 
achieved the rank of major. From 
1967 until his retirement in 1995, 
he held various administrative 
positions at the University and 
also lectured in the Management 
department. When he retired, 
John helped found the 
Concordia University Pensioners’ 
Association (CUPA) and gained 
Status as an official observer 

at the Board of Governors. In 
2002, under his leadership, 
CUPA created an endowment 

to provide annual scholarships 
and bursaries to 12 Concordia 
undergraduate students. 

John is survived by his wife, 
Yolende, and his children, 
Suzanne and Stephen. 


Alexander Mikalachki, 

S BComm 58, died May 27 

in Brampton, Ont. Al was a 
professor emeritus of the 

Ivey School of Business at the 
University of Western Ontario 
in London. He began his long 
association with the Ivey 
School (then known as the 
Western Business School) as 

a student in the MBA program. 
He went on to earn a PhD from 
Western and was the first to 
be granted a PhD in business 
from a Canadian university. 

As a professor in the Ivey 
School, he was honoured with 
the Edward G. Pleva Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. In 2005, 
he was also inducted into the 





Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
for his achievements as 

a basketball player at Sir George 
Williams. He was president of 
the Student Undergraduate 
Society and a founding member 
of the Garnet Key Society at 

Sir George, where he also met 
his wife, Dorothy (Martin) 
Mikalachki, S BA 59. Al is 
survived by Dorothy and his 
children, Jodi, Sandy and Rob. 


Robert Short, S BComm 

61, S BA 63, died June 11 in 
Montreal. Born in Stony Beach, 
Sask., Robert joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force during the 
Second World War. He moved 
to Montreal in 1949 and 
worked in the investment 
business for 50 years. He 
earned his Sir George Williams 
degrees at night. Among other 
honours, Robert received the 
Commemorative Medal for 
Queen Elizabeth II's Golden 
Jubilee in 2002 and the 
Canadian Volunteer Service 
medal in 2003. He is survived 
by his wife, Diane, and his sons, 
Ronald and Allen. Robert was 87. 


Walter Robert Anderson, 

S MBA 72, died June 12 

in Burlington, Ont. Walter 
graduated from Queen's 
University in Kingston, Ont., with 
a degree in chemical engineering 
and worked at Dupont Canada 
until his retirement. He also 
earned two degrees part time: 

a BA from Queens and an MBA 
from Sir George Williams. Walter 
was a past Commander of 

the Hamilton Canadian Power 
Squadron, an active member 

of the Burlington Rose Awards 
Committee, a master gardener 
and an avid curler. He is survived 
by his wife, Mary, and his sons, 
Robert, lan and Neil. He was 
pre-deceased by his daughter, 
Heather. Walter was 83. 


Carolyn (Webster) Green, 
BA (poli. sci.) 75, died June 2 
in Mirabel, Que. Carolyn is 
survived by her husband, 
Michael. She was 55. 


Robin Worthington Fawcett, 
BA (hist.) 84, died June 5 in 
Montreal. Robin was an adventurer, 
photographer, avid tennis player 
and skier, lover of music and the 
arts, intellectual, inventor of games 
and writer. She is survived by her 
children, Linnet and Matthew. 


Bernice Gold, BFA 84, died 
June 14 in Montreal. Bernice 

had degrees in sociology and 
music and was a freelance CBC 
broadcaster. She published two 
children's books, My Four Lions 
(Annick Press, 1999) and Strange 
School, Secret Wish (Dundurn 
Press, 2001). She had a lifelong 
interest in education and learning 
and, in later years, was an active 
participant in the McGill Institute 
for Learning in Retirement. 
Bernice also played a key role in 
Ami-Québec, a group dedicated 
to helping families manage the 
effects of mental illness. She is 
survived by her children, Wendy, 
David, Valerie, Carol and Kenny. 
Bernice was 8/. 


Karim Christian Kachami, 
BComm (MIS) 97, died July 25 in 
Montreal. Karim is survived by 
his wife, Julie Charest, and his 
daughters, Marie-Christine and 
Juliana. He was 36. 


Sean Fox Fraser, BA (leisure 
sciences) 04, died June 13 ina 
car accident near his home of 
St. Faustin-Lac Carré, Que. Sean 
was a defensive end for the 
Concordia Stingers football team 
from 2000 to 2003. He was also 
an accomplished musician. He is 
survived by his parents, Pat and 
Bryce, and his partner, Karine 
Trempe.. Sean was 2/7. 
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STH REUNION 


a 
3 Teprine Baldo, BA, 

MA 07, recently published 
Neutral or Not: The Culture 
of Educational Software for 
Developing Nations (VDM 
Verlag). Based on her Concordia 
master’s thesis, the book 
addresses issues about the 
donation of western educational 
software to developing nations. 
Teprine concludes that while 
offering such software has 
noble intentions, its practical 
benefits are limited. Teprine 
is a naturalist, educational 
technologist and social activist 
who lives in Montreal. 


si 
0 4 Todd van der Heyden, 
GrDip, recently became 
co-anchor for CTV Montreal’s 
Evening News at 6 p.m. 
Beginning August 11, Todd 
joined veteran anchor Mutsumi 
Takahashi, BA 79, MBA 95, 
on what is Montreal’s top- 
ranked English-language news 
program. He has been on the 
Quebec news scene, reporting 
and anchoring for CTV 
Montreal, for almost a decade. 
He has won several industry 
awards for his investigative 
journalism, most notably for 
his “On Your Side” reports. 
Todd will continue to co-anchor 
CTV Montreal’s noon newscast 
with Mutsumi Takahashi. 


=a 
()5 Jessica Laventure, BA 
(comm. studies & journ.), 
is a journalist and researcher. 
“IT worked for Global News, first 
in Montreal and then in Quebec 
City, as a researcher, reporter 
and host of ‘QC Magazine.’ [am 
in the process of moving back 
to the Montreal area (Saint- 
Lambert) and am doing some 
fill-in work for GBC Radio in 
Montreal, Quebec City and 
Sherbrooke. I’m doing a lot of 
work for CBC during Quebec 
City’s 400th anniversary, and 
I put together a special series 
about the people who 
have contributed to what 
Quebec City is today that 


aired this summer.” 


John Hall, S BSc 54, died July 
23 in Montreal. John, the son 

of the late Sir George Williams 
Dean Henry F. Hall, was a long- 
time and beloved member of the 
Concordia community. He spent 
more than 55 years at Sir George 
Williams and then Concordia 

as a Student, professor and an 
administrator. From 1951 to 1968, 
John was associated with the 
Sir George Williams University 
contingent of the Canadian 
Officers Training Corps and 
achieved the rank of major. From 
1967 until his retirement in 1995, 
he held various administrative 
positions at the University and 
also lectured in the Management 
department. When he retired, 
John helped found the 
Concordia University Pensioners’ 
Association (CUPA) and gained 
Status as an official observer 

at the Board of Governors. In 
2002, under his leadership, 
CUPA created an endowment 

to provide annual scholarships 
and bursaries to 12 Concordia 
undergraduate students. 

John is survived by his wife, 
Yolende, and his children, 
Suzanne and Stephen. 


Alexander Mikalachki, 

S BComm 58, died May 27 

in Brampton, Ont. Al was a 
professor emeritus of the 

Ivey School of Business at the 
University of Western Ontario 
in London. He began his long 
association with the Ivey 
School (then known as the 
Western Business School) as 

a student in the MBA program. 
He went on to earn a PhD from 
Western and was the first to 
be granted a PhD in business 
from a Canadian university. 

As a professor in the Ivey 
School, he was honoured with 
the Edward G. Pleva Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. In 2005, 
he was also inducted into the 





Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
for his achievements as 

a basketball player at Sir George 
Williams. He was president of 
the Student Undergraduate 
Society and a founding member 
of the Garnet Key Society at 

Sir George, where he also met 
his wife, Dorothy (Martin) 
Mikalachki, S BA 59. Al is 
survived by Dorothy and his 
children, Jodi, Sandy and Rob. 


Robert Short, S BComm 

61, S BA 63, died June 11 in 
Montreal. Born in Stony Beach, 
Sask., Robert joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force during the 
Second World War. He moved 
to Montreal in 1949 and 
worked in the investment 
business for 50 years. He 
earned his Sir George Williams 
degrees at night. Among other 
honours, Robert received the 
Commemorative Medal for 
Queen Elizabeth II's Golden 
Jubilee in 2002 and the 
Canadian Volunteer Service 
medal in 2003. He is survived 
by his wife, Diane, and his sons, 
Ronald and Allen. Robert was 87. 


Walter Robert Anderson, 

S MBA 72, died June 12 

in Burlington, Ont. Walter 
graduated from Queen's 
University in Kingston, Ont., with 
a degree in chemical engineering 
and worked at Dupont Canada 
until his retirement. He also 
earned two degrees part time: 

a BA from Queens and an MBA 
from Sir George Williams. Walter 
was a past Commander of 

the Hamilton Canadian Power 
Squadron, an active member 

of the Burlington Rose Awards 
Committee, a master gardener 
and an avid curler. He is survived 
by his wife, Mary, and his sons, 
Robert, lan and Neil. He was 
pre-deceased by his daughter, 
Heather. Walter was 83. 


Carolyn (Webster) Green, 
BA (poli. sci.) 75, died June 2 
in Mirabel, Que. Carolyn is 
survived by her husband, 
Michael. She was 55. 


Robin Worthington Fawcett, 
BA (hist.) 84, died June 5 in 
Montreal. Robin was an adventurer, 
photographer, avid tennis player 
and skier, lover of music and the 
arts, intellectual, inventor of games 
and writer. She is survived by her 
children, Linnet and Matthew. 


Bernice Gold, BFA 84, died 
June 14 in Montreal. Bernice 

had degrees in sociology and 
music and was a freelance CBC 
broadcaster. She published two 
children's books, My Four Lions 
(Annick Press, 1999) and Strange 
School, Secret Wish (Dundurn 
Press, 2001). She had a lifelong 
interest in education and learning 
and, in later years, was an active 
participant in the McGill Institute 
for Learning in Retirement. 
Bernice also played a key role in 
Ami-Québec, a group dedicated 
to helping families manage the 
effects of mental illness. She is 
survived by her children, Wendy, 
David, Valerie, Carol and Kenny. 
Bernice was 8/. 


Karim Christian Kachami, 
BComm (MIS) 97, died July 25 in 
Montreal. Karim is survived by 
his wife, Julie Charest, and his 
daughters, Marie-Christine and 
Juliana. He was 36. 


Sean Fox Fraser, BA (leisure 
sciences) 04, died June 13 ina 
car accident near his home of 
St. Faustin-Lac Carré, Que. Sean 
was a defensive end for the 
Concordia Stingers football team 
from 2000 to 2003. He was also 
an accomplished musician. He is 
survived by his parents, Pat and 





Bryce-aneis partner, Karine 
Mempe yea was 2/. @ 
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Hon. John C. Major, Q.C., L 
BComm 53, LLD 03, was named a 
Companion of the Order of Canada 
in July for his contributions to 





the Canadian justice system, 
including 13 years on the bench : 


Justice Major earned his Bachelor of Law degree from the 


of the Supreme Court of Canada. 


University of Toronto in 1957 and received honorary doctorates 
from Concordia in 2003, the University of Calgary in 2005 

and the University of Toronto in 2005. He was appointed 

to the Supreme Court in 1992 and retired in 2005. 


Leslie (Skip) Triplett, S BA 66, 
received an Honorary Doctorate 
of Laws from Kwantlen University 
College (since renamed Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University) in June. 
Kwantlen is an undergraduate 
university with campuses in 





Surrey, Richmond, Cloverdale, 

Newton and Langley, B.C. Skip retired as president and CEO 
of the college on June 30. During his tenure, he oversaw 
many institutional milestones, including the opening of the 
Trades and Technology Centre in Cloverdale and the recent 
university status announcement by the B.C. government. 


Jean-Marie Dufour, S MA 74, was 
named an Officer of the Order of 
Canada in July for his contribution 
to the field of economics. Jean- 
Marie is the William Dow Professor 
of Economics at McGill University. 





He is also a fellow at the Centre 
for Interuniversity Research and 
Analysis on Organizations in Montreal and a research fellow at the 
Centre for Interuniversity Research and Analysis on Quantitative 
Economics at the Université de Montréal. He specializes in 
econometrics and the examination of economic trends and 
relationships using mathematical and statistical techniques. 
Jean- Marie earned a BSc with honours in mathematics from 
McGill University in 1971, an MSc in statistics from the Université 
de Montréal in 1973, an MA in economics from Concordia in 
1974, an MA in economics from the University of Chicago in 1978 
and a PhD in economics from the University of Chicago in 1979. 


James Temerty, S Attendee 
(arts) 64,, was named a Member of 
the Order of Canada in July for his 
contributions to the clean energy 
sector and philanthropy and 
leadership in the voluntary sector. 





James was president and CEO of 
Northland Power Inc. in Toronto from 
1987 to 2003, and he remains its chairman. He is also executive 
chairman and a major shareholder of Softchoice Corporation 
and chairman of the Iroquois Falls Power Corporation. James 
serves as chairman of the Royal Ontario Museum Board of 
Governors and the Kyiv- Mohyla Business School in Ukraine. 


Jocelyne Alloucherie, MFA 

81, was named an Officer of the 
Order of Canada in July for her 
contributions as a sculptor to the 
visual arts. During her career, 
Jocelyne has participated in many 





major artistic events and exhibited 
her work in personal and group exhibitions, including at the 
Art Gallery of Ontario, the Vancouver Art Gallery, the Musée 
du Québec and the Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal, as 

well as in Italy and France. Jocelyne received a BFA from the 
Université Laval in 1973 and, since 1974, has taught visual arts 
and the history of art at the Université Laval, the Université du 
Québec a Montréal, Concordia and the University of Ottawa. 


Muriel Gold, PhD 94, was appointed 
a Member of the Order of Canada 
in April in recognition of her 


| aes 


lifetime achievement in theatre and 
drama. Muriel is the former artistic 
director of the Saidye Bronfman 
Centre Theatre in Montreal and an 





educator, producer/director and 

author. Her book, A Gift for Their Mother: The Saidye Bronfman 
Centre Theatre, a History (MIRI productions) was published in 
2007. She taught theatre arts at Concordia, McGill University and 
Dawson College in Montreal, and has been a long-time board 
member and chair of the Friends Committee of the McGill Centre 
for Research and Teaching on Women. The Centre inaugurated 
the Muriel Gold Senior Visiting Scholar Fund in her honour. 


Rawi Hage, BFA 98, received 

the International IMPAC Dublin 
Literary Award in June for his 
first novel, De Niro’s Game (House 
of Anansi, 2006). Rawi lived 
through nine years of civil war in 
his native Beirut, Lebanon, before 





MiLosz Rowicki 


moving to Canada. His debut novel 

was selected from 137 books nominated by libraries in 4.5 
countries. He is the second Canadian to win the world’s richest 
book award—valued at $160,o00—in its 13-year history. 


Craig Silverman, BA (jour.) 

99, won the 2008 Arthur Rowse 
Award for Press Criticism (Book) 
from the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., for Regret the 
Error: How Media Mistakes Pollute 
the Press and Imperil Free Speech 





(Viking Canada/Union Square Press, 

2007). Craig, who is an author and columnist, also shared a gold 
medal at the Canadian National Magazine Awards for his work 
on the Corporate Survival Guide published in Report on Business 
magazine. His second non-fiction book, Mafiaboy (Penguin 
Canada), is the story of the Montreal teenage hacker who called 
himself Mafiaboy and who launched major attacks against 
Yahoo!, eBay, E*TRADE and other Internet giants in 2000. 

The book will be released in October. craigsilverman.ca @ 
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earned her PhD in 19th- the sale of this book go de Hirsh Cemetery (Véhicle Translation Series, $15.95) 
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McGill. She is the former Association of Ottawa. Kucharsky, BA 62, GrDip 83, of a group of young friends 
dean of women at the (richardbrcuson.ca). celebrates more than 100 living in Angola during 
University of Toronto's years of history at Canada’s the early ‘90s, when the 
Trinity College and the In The Tsunami File largest Jewish cemetery. country was undergoing 
bestselling author of (McArthur & Company, The book documents dramatic political and 
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Mistresses (2003). journalist and sometime traditions, of many of the Stephen Henighan, MA 
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86, this internationally 
acclaimed novel offers 

a sensitive, original and 
human account of the 

end of the Cold War in an 
underdeveloped African 
country. Henighan has 
written several fiction and 
non-fiction books and 
teaches Spanish-American 
literature at the University 
of Guelph in Ontario. 


Everyone Knows This 

Is Nowhere (ECW Press, 
$24.95) is the second in 
a three- book series of 
crime thrillers—Dirty Sweet 
(2006) was the first—by 
John McFetridge, BA 91. 
Set in Canada’s largest 
city, this mystery features 
an ensemble cast from 
both sides of the law that 
includes seedy, low-life 


LVEryDOdy MOU! 


This [s Nowhere 


Squishy (DC Books, $18.95) 
is a collection of short 
stories by Arjun Basu, BA 
go, the former editor of Air 
Canada’s En route magazine. 
The stories are full of 
interesting characters—an 
aspiring actress, a disgraced 
baseball player, a weary 
traveller and a rejected 
lover—and keen observations 
and insightful maxims 
about contemporary life 

in Canada. Basu claims 

all the stories in this 
collection are fictional but 
admits at least one of them 
is “fictional non-fiction... 
if you know what I mean?” 


evolution of epistemology, 
arriving at a critique of the 
current trends and methods 
of organizing knowledge 

for instruction and their 
underlying learning theories 
that have been long surpassed 
in other disciplines. Taylor is 
the principal owner of Acorda 
Design, a multi-services 
technology and instructional 


design firm based in Montreal. 


styles and includes essays 

by art historians on 
architecture's place and role 
in society. Leroux, a native 
of New Brunswick, lives in 
Fredericton and has worked 
as an architect for more than 
a decade. 


Shuln and Shulelach: Large and 
Small Synagogues in Montreal 
and Europe (Hungry I Books, 
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characters that raise doubts 
about “Toronto the Good.” 
Sex, drugs, gang wars, 
immigration and filmmaking 
are also part of the mix in 
this fictional account that 
many critics recommend 
because of its clean-as-a- 
whistle prose and crackling 
dialogue. McFetridge lives in 
Toronto. 


Learning After the End of 
Knowledge: Instructional 
Technology in the Age of 
Interpretive Meaning (VDM 
Verlag, $77.66), by Ray Taylor, 
BA (comm. studies) 01, MA 
(ed. tech) 07, delves into the 


Building New Brunswick: 

An Architectural History 
(Goose Lane Editions, $50) 
by John Leroux, MA 02, is 

an expansive volume that 
examines the province's built 
heritage from pre-history 
until today but with much 
emphasis on the post-Second 
World War period. It explores 
all types of buildings—from 
humble dwellings to ornate 
houses of worship and 

grand public offices—and 

is richly illustrated with 
drawings and photographs. 
The book explores the 
evolution of construction 
techniques and architectural 


pa 


Sara Ferdman Tauben 
WConcordia 
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free through Concordia’s 
Institute for Canadian Jewish 
Studies at cjs@alcor.concordia. 
ca), by Sara Ferdman Tauben, 
MA 04, is the third book in 

a series on Canadian Jewish 
themes. It examines Jewish 
identity in the Old and New 
worlds through the enterprise 
of synagogue building. 
Tauben combines her study 
of material culture with a 
scholarly attention to Jewish 
social history. Her interests lie 
in the immigrant experience 
and changes that affected 
devotional life in Montreal 
before and after the Second 
World War. = 
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Reflections on the Game by Red Anderson: 
Age 116, Hero of the Dead-ball Era and the 
World's Oldest Living Baseball Player 


A SHORT STORY BY 
PAUL BEER, BA O5 
was discovered when I was a boy 
working in the family butcher shop 
in Pittsburgh. I was eight years old, 
and had been working full-time for five 
years. Before that I was part-time, 60 
hours a week. 

lll always remember that day. I was 
swinging a cow 's leg at an Irish; would 
you believe that drunken Paddy was in 
asking for a job? Fred Clarke, the Pirates’ 
manager, happened to be in the store 
that day buying his weekly suckling 
pig and admired the way I was able to 
clobber that potato-eating Mick. Once 
he had stopped laughing, he asked me if 
I had ever played baseball. Sure! I said. 
After all, he was talking to the four-time 
Rock- Ball champ of my block. 

Rock- Ball was a Pittsburgh game 
exactly identical to stickball only 
instead of a ball you used a 
rock, and instead of a stick 
you used your arm. This 
was during the Great Stick 
Famine of 1899, after all. 

The Pirates bought me 
from my parents for 2 
dollars. I say, that was a lot of 
money back then! It allowed 
them to buy an auto-mobile 
and a China-man to replace me at the 
store. A drunken Crimean War veteran 
who played the Pirates mascot became 
my legal guardian. 

We were paid g dollars a month, plus 
an extra opium ration if we were ona 
winning streak. 

Red isn't my Christian name, no. 

I was born Percival Aloysius Anderson, 
but got the name “Red” after it came 
out that my mother had once kissed an 


Apache boy. 
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DINGERS 


CONTEMPORARY BASEBALL WRITING 
EDITED BY DAVID MCGIMPSEY 





Even though the club owned its own 


hot-air balloon, travel remained slow 
and difficult. As a result, we would 
routinely play quadruple or quintuple- 
headers, sometimes more. One August 
afternoon | pitched in six consecutive 


In 1908, | won the home-run title 
with a total of three dingers. 
| would have had four but a donkey 
tied up in center-field caught the 
spheroid in its maw, robbing me! 


games, and caught another two. 

Oh yes, I played with all the greats. 
Ducky Wright. Spanky Donaldson. 
Matches Kilroy. Half-Face Brown. (The 
other half having been kicked off by a 
Clydesdale prior to a game wherein he 
pitched a perfect game.) 

People often ask me what Honus 
Wagner was like. I must admit that I 
never spoke to the man directly, having 
been raised to be ever distrustful of the 
crafty Dutchman. 


Over my 18 year career, my pre-game 
regimen was always identical: I would 
sup on 4, roasted ducks, a half-dozen 
scrambled eggs, 14, bottles of stout, 

a capsule of Zulu blood (expensive! ) 
and, of course, co-caine. 

In 1908, I won the home-run title 
with a total of three dingers. I would 
have had four but a donkey tied up in 
center-field caught the spheroid in 
its maw, robbing me! In those days, 
any beast present on the field was 
considered in-play. Rest assured, 

I promptly smote that wretched animal 
before the entire cheering crowd! 

I was the first player to be 
personally endorsed by a company. 
During my third season, I struck a 
deal with Chesterfield Cigarettes 
which stipulated that I must always be 
smoking their product while on the 
field. Truthfully I credit much of my 
superlative career to the full-bodied 
toasted flavour of those silky-smooth 
Chesters. 

Players today? Pish! Pussies, the 
whole lot! m= 


This short story appears in 
Dingers: Contemporary 
Baseball Writing, The 
Moosehead Anthology XI 
(DC Books, 2008), a collection 
of essays, stories and poems 
about America’s pastime by 
Canadian and American 
writers. Along with Paul 

Beer, the contributors include Concordia 
alumni Arjun Basu, BA go, Jason Camlot, 
BA 90, Andy Brown, MA 95, Kevin 
Connolly, BA 96, Ryan Arnold, BA 03, 
Alessandro Porco, MA os, Nata Belza, 

BA 06, Anastasia Jones, BA 07, 

and Taylor Brown-Evans, MA 08. 

It is edited by David McGimpsey, BA 58, 
MA go, who teaches English at Concordia 
and is the author of Imagining 
Baseball: America’s Pastime and 
Popular Culture (2000). 
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Have you taken advantage of them yet? 





Thanks to your alumni status, you and your family are entitled to great rates on these valuable insurance plans: 


Term Life Disability Critical Illness 


Major Accident Protection Health & Dental 


manulife.com/concordiamag 


For your free, no-obligation information kit, call 
1 888 913-6333 or e-mail am_service@manulife.com 


Recommended by: Underwritten by: 


MM! Manulife Financial 


The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 





In volatile markets, your investment , 
plan needs a Solid foundation 





Clearsight introduces Hartford DCA Advantage Program 
for Concordia University alumni. 


Hartford Dollar Cost Averaging (DCA) Advantage Program from Hartford Investments is a unique 
investment solution designed to reduce market volatility risk and pay you interest on money 
Waiting to be invested. No other DCA program provides this advantage. 
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HARTFORD 


Hartford Investments © YOur house wasn't built in a day — and your portfolio shouldn't be either. 





Contact us today to learn more about the Clearsight Investment Program from Wellington West and 
Hartford DCA Advantage Program. 


Visit www.clearsight.ca/concordia 
1-877-464-6104 
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papa viet atta CLEARSIGHT INVESTMENT PROGRAM 








The Clearsight Investment Program is available through (1) Wellington West Capital Inc., and (2) Wellington West Financial Services Inc., a member of the Mutual Fund 
Dealers Association of Canada. 

Paid for in part by Hartford Investments Canada Corp. and Clearsight Inc. Continuous or periodic investment plans neither assure a profit nor protect against loss in 
declining markets. Because dollar cost averaging involves continuous investing regardless of fluctuating price levels, you should carefully consider your financial ability 
to continue investing through periods of fluctuating prices. Please see the prospectus for full Dollar Cost Averaging Advantage Program details. Commissions, trailing 
commissions, management fees, and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectus before investing which is available from 
your investment professional or Hartford Investments Canada Corp. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be 
repeated. 


